








Copyright, 1y09, by The Sunday School Times Co 







w Scyool Cimes 





Lesson for March 14. ZEneas and 
' Dorcas. Acts 9 : 31-43 


Philadelphia, February 27, 1909 


Vol. Fifty-one, No. 9 


One dollar a year; in clubs, 
75 cents. See page 117 





Principal Contents This Week 


Notes on Open Letters : 
Is the Law of Restitution Binding?. ... .... .1%0 
That ‘‘Australian’’ Tobacco .......... .%0 
The New Testament Hoursinthe Day ...... .110 

The Daily Altar. By the Rev. J. H. Jowett, M.A. . . .110 

The World of the First Century, A.D. By Professor James 


Stalker, D. > 6 eee 
General Lesson Helps . . . . 12-116 
For Children at Home. ...... <6 tee 
Doings of Live Field Workers ........+....- - 118 
Parents’ Problems. By Patterson DuBois . . . .1I9 


The Young People’s Praver-Meeting. By Robert E. Speer, 120 
% 


Lesson Catendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: They therefore that were 
scattered abroad went about preaching the word.—Acts 8 : 4. 
1. January 3.—The Ascension of Our Lord .. . . . . Acts 1: 1-14 
2. january st Eee of ba 2 = thade . . . . Acts 2: s-21 
: uary 17.—The inni the Christian 
aa Church pers: . . Acts 2: 22-47 





4. January 24.—The Lame Man Healed....... . Acts 3 : 1-26 
5- ae 3t.—The Trial of Peterand John ..... Acts 4 : 1-31 
6. February 7.—True and False Brotherhood . . Acts 4:32 to 5: 1 

. February 14.—The Apostles Imprisoned .... . Acts 5 : 17-42 
g February 21.—Stephen the First Christian 4 


Martyr SER. GRA ace 9% 
9. February 28. vPhe Gospelin Samaria. ..... . Acts 8 : 4-25 
ro. March 7.—Philip and the Ethiopian. ....... Acts 8 : 26-40 
ut. March 14.—Aineasand Dorcas....... Acts 9 : 31-43 
12. March 21.— Review 
13. March 28.—Temperance Lesson 


x 


The Haunted Kingdom : 
“THERE is a kingdom unto each, 
That boasts nor gate nor wall,— 
Upon whose :amparts all unseen 


Nor sun nor moonbeams fall. 


Within, a happy host of light 
In peaceful bands abide; - 

Or restless shades of goblin shape 
Wander from side to side. 


Pale immigrants of yesterday * 
Who colonize this land, 

What is this silent country 
That lures from every strand ? 


Be STS maine Prov. 23 : 29°35 


“It is the kingdom unto each, 
As age to youth will tell, 

The fatal realm of Memory,— 
Men call it heaven—and hell.” 


AMHERST, Mass. 








Resolutions Not Achievements 

A good resolution to oust a bad habit is so satis- 
fying to the man who makes it that he is liable to 
mistake it for an achievement. The comfortable 
glow that follows the decision to do the right thing is 
not a sure sign that the right thing will be done. 
When a man who ought to rise at six rises at eight, 
and resolves not to do the same thing to-morrow, the 
satisfaction of having made the decision is not a safe 
preventive of another similar failure. Good resolu- 
tions ought to be counted as little more than notice 
served on the unworthy habit to vacate the premises. 
Then the real fight begins. 


x 
To Reach Many 


There is only one kind of message that is sure 
to interest the thousands, and that is the message 
that deeply: interests some one person. All whose 


duty it is to teach or preach truth to more than one 





. Acts6:1 to8:3 


must recognize this principle if they would be of real 
service. There is little hope of helping even a small 
group of persons if we try to think of what we can say 
that will be likely.to interest them all. But when we 
base’ our message on a single experience that we our- 
selves have had, or that we know some other one 
person has had, and that therefore has real life-blood 
in it for at least one individual, we are pretty sure to 
find that here is a message which strikes home con- 
vincingly to all. Speak to one, and you reach many. 
Speak to many, and you will probably fail to reach 
even one. - 


x 


The Acceleration of Missions 

Foreign missions ought to have an ever-lessening 
task to perform ; and the announced facts of progress 
seem to show that this desirable condition is on its 
way. ‘The increase of native converts in foreign fields 
last year was 164,674, or over 450 a day. It took 
about one hundred years previous to 1896 to win the 
first million converts. The second million were 
added in twelve years, by 1908. They are now being 
added at the rate of a million in six years, The in- 
crease in church membership in the United States 
last year was one and one-half percent ; in the mem- 
bership of American missions abroad it was twelve 
percent... An average. of two members for each 
ordained Protestant minister was added in the United 
States ; the average was forty-one members for each 
ordained American missionary abroad. _ If the Church 
at home: awakens to. its. full measure of responsibility 
and privilege, the bearing of the message of Life to 
every community in the world will be accomplished 
within. the lifetime of this generation ; and then a 
world-wide Christendom can devote itself to the still 
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harder task of up-building life and character within 
its own fold. 
— 


Burdens as Joy-Bringers 

No affliction can outweigh the blessing of God's 
presence. Any affliction that means the deepening 
of our dependence upon God and of our friendship 
with him is gain, not loss, It takes character to see 
this when we most need to see it. That is not a com- 
mon note of rejoicing which was uttered in prayer by 
one who lives close to God; ‘‘ Praise for burdens so 
heavy that God must come more largely into my life 
than ordinarily." But what a change in the life of 
the world if every burden were welcomed with that 
prayer of praise! Sorrow would be turned into joy ; 
and God's will would be done, for he wants us to have 
joy, not sorrow. This victory over all our trials may 
be ours, if we let every trial be simply a wider open- 
ing of our life to God. ~ 


ax 
Models, or Critics ? 


Finding fault is easy ; showing an example is a 
very different matter. A wise Frenchman put an im- 
portant truth when he wrote, ‘‘ Children have more 
need of models than of critics.'' Some Sunday-school 
teachers are so sunny that they actually do not need 
to exhort their scholars to be cheerfuland kind. Some 
parents exhibit the fear of God so mightily in their 
lives that their children learn obedience to the divine 
commandments by contagion, and without a word. 
Most of us are such poor models that we are obliged 
to be critics more or less ; but let us constantly re- 
member that our life is the head teacher in our little 
school, and our words only the under teachers. 


“~ 


Mere Kindness 


INDNESS often seems a virtue quite without 
power. Its influence appears small ; it lacks 
the striking appeal of courage, and the mag- 

netism of self-reliance, and the ascetic picturesque- 
ness of self-denial. It is merely kindness,—an unpre- 
possessing, commonplace, quiet thing, plain and 
unassuming, dressed without style or distinction, pass- 
ing in and out almost unnoticed amid the display 
and the clamor and the whirl of busy modern life. _ 

Kindness comes in for part of the disfavor com- 
morily accorded to mere goodness ; both are often 
held in considerable disrepute. To say of a woman 
that she is good-hearted is quite as damaging to 
her reputation as to say that she means well; to 
call a man ‘‘gentle and kind’’ is to put him upon 
the shelf with Old Dog Tray,—rather a pathetic and 
ineffective person. 

And yet this is to deal only in negatives ; and when 
we deal in negatives we seldom find the clear truth. 
‘Positive goodness is as wholesome and winsome a vir- 
tue as courage or loyalty or self-reliance or generosity ; 


and it is just as attractive and just as competent.. 


Real kindness is as joyous as it is self-forgetful, as 
strong as it is patient, as appealing as it is insistent. 
It is recorded of Christ, as a summary of his entire 
life, that he «‘ went about doing good.’’ This is the 
first word to be said for kindness, as it is the last ; 
the example of Jesus is final judgment. 

If you say that a man is ‘‘good,’’ it may still 
be that his virtue is of a remote and. detached sort, 
like an iceberg, or a tree in a field. But if you can 
say that he is kind, it means that his goodness is mak- 
ing itself: practically useful ;—the iceberg is cut up 
into sizes convenient for East Side housewives on a 
July morning ; the tree is sheltering a flock of cattle 
from the heat of the August sun, or a piece of it is 


warming the farmer's hearth in January. Kindness 
is goodness at work,—‘‘on its job’’; it is light bat- 
tling with darkness, salt rubbing itself into decay, life 
revivifying death; it is efficiency finding itself, 
strength discovering that it is no longer weakness, 
character winning fts commission, theory stepping 
out in practise ; it is goodness ‘* making good.’" And 
unless goodness becomes kindness it quickly ceases 
to be good,—as the sap runs down ig the tree unless 
it can express itself vitally in leaves and fruit ; the 
tree dies ; and so does the goodness. 

If Paul had been present in Joppa when Dorcas 
died, and had been making a funeral address about 
her, he might have put his text in the language of 
that second chapter of his letter to the Philippians : 
‘* Not looking each of you to his own things, but each 
of you also to the things of others.’’ This was the 
spirit of Dorcas’ life ; it was the message of her death 
and of that little pile of garments which she left as a 
memorial behind her. Utter forgetfulness of self, 
completely losing sight of her own interests, —even 
her own feelings probably,—this was the secret and 
the source of her influence and power. Paul might 
have taken his text even more simply from that won- 
derful thirteenth chapter of First Corinthians, ‘* Love 
is kind."’ 

Two things kill kindness. Professionalism blunts 
it, altogether beyond use, like an axe edge turned on 
dead hemlock, When you make kindness a whole- 
sale business,—ticketed, systematized, and _ type- 
written,—you destroy its effectiveness as thoroughly 
as a paper-mill destroys forests. Kindness is one of 
the few things in our day that cannot profitably be 
taken over by a trust. ; 

And superiority chilis kindness, like a plunge in an 
ice-pond, making the service void because of the 
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frosty spirit in which it is rendered. . Probably there 
is no one so deservedly discredited at the present 
time as the traditional ‘‘ Lady Bountiful,’’ of certain 
social circles ; and no rule of conduct so valuable to 
any aspirant for the role of Dorcas as that moral of 
Mr. George Ade’s fable, ‘‘ When uplifting get under- 
neath."’ Real kindness is from the heart, outward 
and upward ; and, like its elder sister, love, ‘* neither 
vaunteth itself, nor behaveth in any manner unseemly.”’ 

There is a nice balance in these things, —precisely 
as much heart comes out of any act as goesin, If 
you give a man on the street a dollar because you 
‘want to get rid of him, or wish the friend you are 
with to form a higher idea of your generous spirit, or 
covet that certain expansive self-righteous feeling of 
soul so pleasant to most of us, it is, as Emerson says 
in a different instance, ‘‘ A wicked, pernicious dollar, 
which you ought to have had the strength of mind to 
withhold.’’ No heart went into the giving of the 
dollar ; if any comes out it is through no fault of 
yours, Or if, in a calculating spirit, you invite your 
neighbors to dinner, thinking how much more choice 
their viands and friends are than yours,—what re- 
ward can you expect, except the dinner you covet in 
return? Can you really blame them if they yawn at 
your stories, or say mean things about your wife when 
they get home? 

Precisely as much: heart goes out of any act as goes 
in, That is why some people who are always want- 
ing to do things for us simply annoy and irritate us, 
—they are not really putting heart into the services they 
«lo us; they are putting pride in, and self-esteem, and 
the desire for recognition, But they are not really 
doing us kindness. And that is why, in the same 
way, much of the good that we ourselves do so en- 
tirely misses the mark. We wear ourselves out from 
January to Christmas achieving little helpful things 
for our friends,—errands and books and stitches and 
letters, the whole catalogue of good deeds ; and yet 
somehow in the end it all does not seem to count. 
Simply because there was not enough heart in our 
kindnesses, and there was so much else,—worry and 
irritability and self-righteousness and all the rest. 

It was different with Dorcas. There was noth- 
ing unusual about Dorcas. Probably she was quite 
an ordinary person in any outward calling,— not 
very wise, not very mighty, not very noble, to all 
intents and purposes. Yet in the one thing needful 
she had the mind of the Master, who made himself 
of no reputation, and became humble as. a servant ; 
she possessed the spirit of Jesus, who—to spend his 
life for the best—‘‘ went about doing good.’ In that 
little company weeping for Dorcas in the upper room 
in Joppa there were probably some to whom the full 
force and beauty of her life came then for the first 
time. They had known her for years: she had 
helped with the children’s mending ; she had nursed 
the sick sister ; she had brought a handful of flowers 
and a heart full of sunshine to the shut-in mother. 
And yet somehow they had never appreciated these 
things until now,—now when she was gone. Now 
they saw,—all too late, they thought,—what she 
really was, and what she had really done for them. 
And the sword of memory entered their souls ; and 
they mourned for her, and for themselves. 

But Dorcas was not dead. Perhaps some of these 
same people who wept for her were less alive than 
she. Kindness never dies, The stockings it has 
mended are fulk of holes again soon enough, and the 
stitches it has taken pull out after a while, and the 
garments it has made with such loving pains* wear 
threadbare, and go in the end to the rag-heap. But 
the love and the pains, the self-forgetfulness and the 
care,—these things are never worn out, nor cast use- 
less aside. Immortality is in them, and they grow ; 
each service re-enforces the others ; each least act of 
helpfulness adds substance to those that have pre- 
ceded it, like coral on a reef. 

Kindness is the constantly-repeated blow of the 
hammer that gets character formed; every least 
stroke is just so much added to the moral wealth of 
‘the world. The immortality of kindness is as certain 
as the immortality of energy. Love is no more lost 
than sunshine. You will have forgotten to-day’s sun- 
shine, perhaps, when to-morrow your skies shall be 
overcast ; but presently a remembered gleam of it 
will strike through your mind, some quick thought of 
joy, some sudden sense of peace, and the clouds then 
will be easier to endure because of the blue skies 
now. You have forgotten your mother’s love, possi- 
bly, which speht itself on you so lavishly for many, 
many years. Yet you know in your heart of hearts 
that you never can forget ; that your whole life is dif- 
ferent because of that love ; and that the sacrifices she 
made for you, and the suffering she endured, will one 
day manifest themselves in your own life, translated 
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into the courage and the integrity and the honored 
service she so greatly desired for you. 
Dorcas is not dead. Dorcas could not die. That 
was the real meaning of Peter's miracle, for which 
.the Christians of Joppa, in their sorrow and weeping, 
were groping instinctively. Kindness is immortal. 
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Is the Law of Restitution Binding ? 


How far must we ‘‘make up’ for that in which 
we have defrauded others? This is the simple ques- 
tion of restitution, and it is a question to which we 
may well give grave consideration. An Illinois reader 
shows that he is studying it thoughtfully when 
he writes : 


How far is the letter of the law of restitution bindi 
What part of the old law did Christ do away with by his 
atonement? I read the other day from a great writer these 
words : ‘‘ Restitution must be made either in this world or the 
world to come, or else there is no balance."’ 

How far should a person sacrifice and deny himself that he 
may restore that which he has wrongfully taken or destroyed 
of another's? ‘This is the case of a youth whose imagination 
was fired from the reading of bad literature, and, having be- 
come a Christian, he desires to make right with those he has 
wronged. He has made confession, so far as he has been able 
to find the opportunity, to those whom he has wronged. For 
a good many years he has only been able to make enough 
money to supply the necessaries of life and to help those de- 
pene upon him. None of these parties has asked anything 
of me, but I want to do my whole duty. 

And Jesus Christ insists that we shad/ do our whole 
duty to the law of restitution. It is as binding to-day 
as it ever was since the world began. Jesus did away 
with not one jot or one tittle of the Old Testament law 
by his atonement. This he plainly declared..in 
Matthew 5 : 18. He came not to undo or destroy the 
old law, but to fulfil it_—and to enable us to fulfil 
it) For the law was and is God's law ; and God does 
not alter his laws from age to age. The statement 
that restitution must be made. either in this world or in 
the world to come is sound, and is wholly in keeping 
with Christ's teachings. 

But it is hopeless for us to try. to. satisfy the law of 
restitution by meeting its full requirements in our own 
well-doing. We have all of us done too much evil 
ever to be able to do well enough to: offset that evil. 
We cannot hope to make ‘restitution: that is, to re- 
store to God or to men all that we have robbed them 
of by our wrong-doing. The law of restitution leaves 
us, of ourselves, without hope. 

Therefore Christ came. Not to repeal: this law, 
but to meet its obligations for us. Ae has made 
restitution for us, once for all. The law stands un- 
changed ; but for the first time its full requirements 
were met in Christ. And when we personally and 
individually accept the restitution that Christ made 
for us, we, through him, have satisfied the law. If 
we decline to accept his restitution, the law must work 
out its death penalty upon us. 

As for our earthly restitution to those fellow-beings 
whom we have defrauded or wronged, we are under 
the obligation, of course, to do our utmost to restore 
-to them whatever we have robbed them of,—whether 
good name, money, feelings, or anything else. We 
can find strength, ability, and will to do this only in 
Him who has restored to us that which we by our own 


guilt had lost. 
> at 


That “ Australian ” Tobacco 


It is regrettable when more letters creep into the 
spelling of a word than were intended to be there. 
Such an overdose of letters in these columns has 
given rise to an urgent protest from half way around 

-the globe. An Australian reader of The Sunday 
School Times, manager of a tramways company, 
writes to the Editor as follows : 


to-day ? 


In The Sunday School Times for October 25, 1908, is an 
article entitled, ‘‘ How Tobacco Effects the Nervous System,"’ 
by L. Pearce Clark, M.D. In this article there are some 
statements so wide from the facts that I take this opportunity 
to give the facts in the case. 

In the fifth paragraph is the statement that ‘In Australia 
the sale of tobacco is a government monopoly,” and also that 
the ‘‘ Australian government made brands which were almost 
entirely free from niestine."’ Further the article goes on to 
state that the Australian government is still experimenting in 
this field, and that it holds patents. for reducing nicotine and 

yridin of tobacco. Now, this statement is entirely without 
oundation in fact. The Australian government has no more 
to do with the sale of tobacco than has the government of the 
United States in that country ; neither does the government 
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hold any patents as alleged, nor has it made any experiments 
along the lipes Indicared. The great balk Of thet 
business in Australia is in the hands of the Australian T 
Company, EEaee. called the ‘‘ Tobacco Trust."’ I 
enclose your simaton © latter just soasives 
. whee he Clark his info 
even w “ t rma- 
tion, but he evidently acted on very ei n. 


No; Dr. Clark had entirely sufficient and emi- 
nently trustworthy information on his subject. He 
lets the light in by the following brief note : 
article at hand just now. But my 

was that Austria, not Australia, 
had a government monopoly on tobacco. I am sorry. 

And Dr. Clark’s typewriter, in putting the article 
into the form in which it reached the Editor for pub- 
lication in The Sunday School Times, quite gratui- 
tously and very unfortunately contributed two extra 
letters, ‘‘al,"’ each time the word ‘ Austria’’ came 
to be written, Both Dr. Clark and the Editor regret 
extremely that the misleading error crept in, and 
they are grateful to this Australian business man for 
calling their attention to the error and making possi- 
ble this public correction. 

By the way, it is so easy, though wholly-inexcusa- 
ble, to make a mistake of a letter or two in a word. 
Dr. Clark’s name does not happen to be Pearce 
Clark, as the Australian letter spells it, but Pierce 
Clark ; nor did the title of his article contain the word 
‘« Effects,’’ but ‘‘ Affects’’; nor was the date of the 
issue containing his article October 25, but October 
1o. The keen-eyed Australian correspondent can 
readily sympathize with Dr. Clark in the matter of 
typewriting erfors. 
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The New Testament Hours in the Day 

It is well to get clearly fixed in the mind the 
simple divisions of the day according to the practise 
of New Testament times, as the references to certain 
hours of the day are often met-with in reading the 
New Testament. Professor Riddle has explained 
this in his column in The Sunday School Times,’ but 
now an Illinois reader asks help on a further detail 
which he believes may have troubled others also: 


I haven't a copy of m 
i text or man 


On page 28, of The Sunday School Times of January 9, 


‘Professor Riddle says the Jewisti reckoning of hours began at 


6 A.M., and the three stated hours of prayer were the third, 
sixth, and-ninth,—that is, 9.A.M., noon, and 3 P.M. ‘That's 
orthodox, and I’ve always accepted it as true, but never could 
understand it. ae 

If the ee yewe J began at 6, it seenis the first hour ought to 
be 6. -Now if the first hour was 6,-the second hour was 7, and the 
third hour was 8. But.we are told the third hour was 9. 

As others may also be puzzled over this, please straighten 
the tangle in Open Letters. 


Just count 6 A.M. as zero instead of as 1, and. the 
tangle will unravel. If the reckoning of hours degan 
at 6 A.M., the first hour was not completed until 7, 
the second. hour at 8, the third hour at 9, and so on. 
Thus the third hour was 9 A.M., the sixth hour 12 
noon, and the ninth hour 3 P.M. The confusion 
arises because many fail to distinguish between car- 
dinal and ordinal numbers. 


0 
The Daily Altar 
By the Rev. J. H. Jowett, M.A., of England 


March 8 to 14 


MON.—Holy Father, wilt thou sanctify my secret life? Let 
me be holy in the inward parts. Let me be most consecrated 
where I am least seen. Let my thoughts be all arrayed in 
white robes. 


TUES.—Almighty God, I bless thee that thy banner over us 
is love. Help us to keep our eyes upon it. May we fight 
under no other banner, and may all our contentions and striv- 
ings be in the spirit of Christian love! Let that love be kindled 
in my heart to-day, and let it blaze and burn for thee. 


WED.-—Almighty God, let thy good pleasure be my will. 
Let me have no delights apart from thine. Let all other joys 
taste bitter, and let only the holy be sweet. . Let me love the 
lovely and rejoice in its presence. 


‘THURS.—Heavenly Father, help me to preserve the upward 
look to-day. Save me from being ensnared by that which is 
worldly and mean. Let me move about as a child of the 
Almighty, and let my citizenship be in heaven. 


FRI.—My gracious God, wilt thou soften my dispositions 
and make them flow with geniality and love? Let all hard- 
ness and bitterness be banished from my soul. Let the fruits 
of the Spirit be found in thejgarden of my life, and let all be 
to the glory of thy name. 

SaT.—My Father in heaven, help me to retain the spirit of 
a little child. Save me from pride and a foolish independence. 
Let me never be ashamed to lean upon thee, and to inquire 
daily at the gate of thy temple. 

SuN.—Heavenly Father, I pray that thy light may continue 
with me through all my changing affairs. Let the one light 
shed its kindly ray upon the many tasks. Let it be with me 
upon the hilltop and in the valley. Let it shine in my seasons 
of gladness and in my seasons of grief. Lead, kindly Light, 
lead thou me on ! 
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The World of the First Century, A. D. 


By Professor James ote roneperidl D.D. 





One of the really great contributions to popular Bible study that-The Sunday School Times is privileged to 
give its readers this:year, by one of the forefront New Testament scholars of our generation. The article 
is remarkable for its seeming ease and crystal simplicity, combined with a masterly revealing of the broad 


facts and deep principles of the world-conquest of 


Do. you know what Rome was, what 


Greece was, what Palestine was, and how the superb success and the abject failure of each made Chris- 
tianity essential ? You will not forget after reading this answer to these questions. 


A$ I write, there lies open before me a map of the 
Roman Empire at the time of the birth of 
Christ, the boundary being indicated by a 
broad red line. This line commences in Britain, for 
England came under the yoke of Rome half a century 
before. the commencement of the Christian era. 
Thence it strikes across the sea to the mouths of the 
Rhine, and, having followed this river upward to its 
source, it leaps across to the sources of the Danube, 
and then accompanies this river downward to the 
sea. From there it goes curving round the southern 
shore of the Black Sea, till it reaches its eastern ex- 
tremity, where it strikes southward, passing Palestine 
on the left, till it crosses the Red Sea, to take in Egypt ; 
and then it proceeds westward, skirting the Desert of 
Sahara on its northern edge, till it comes out at the 
ocean on the western boundary of Africa. 

In the center of the whole lies the Mediterranean, 
which was then, as its name implies, the sea in the 
middle of the world. Of course it is this no longer : 
the German Ocean might more justly claim the name, 
lying as it does between France, Germany, and Eng- 
land ; still more justly might the Atlantic Ocean 
claim it, having America on the one side and Europe 
on the other ; and some indications might be quoted 
in favor of the Pacific, at least as regards the future. 
But in the days of Jesus and Paul the known world 
consisted of a disc of land surrounding the Mediterra- 
nean on all sides, and extending inland, to a greater 
or less distance, at different points. At present some 
of the countries bordering on the Mediterranean Sea 
still participate in the world’s intensest life, but 
others, especially on the south and east, have sunk 
out of the race since the paralyzing hand of Islam has 
been laid upon them. In the first century, however, 
all were thoroughly alive and awake ; and, indeed, 
the most brilliant triumphs of early Christianity were 
won rather in the eastern than i in the western basin of 
the Mediterranean. 

If the Mediterranean was the center of the world, 
the center of the Mediterranean was Rome ; and 
Rome was the point to which and from which ran all 
the currents of the time. It is wonderful to trace 
how the adventurous: inhabitants of this city on the 
Tiber so perfected themselves in the art of war that 
they subdued all their neighbors, and so perfected 
themselves in the art of government that each new 
neighbor subdued was soon welded into the force 
with which the victor advanced on the regions be- 
yond, till the conquered territory widened out north 
and south, east and west, and, at the close of about 
seven centuries, practically embraced the entire 
known world. The greatest extent of the Roman 
Empire is reckoned to have been reached about a 
hundred years after the birth of Christ ; but even at 
the time of his birth all opposition had practically 
ceased; and the early Christian writers dwell fre- 
quently on the peace which was then reigning over 
all the earth, The Romans had taken out of the 
hands of the nations the weapons which they had 
been wont to turn against one another, and so set free 
their minds to think of other subjects than war, 
which, till they had been been subdued by Rome, 
was their single preoccupation. Thus there was an 
opportunity for the cultivation of the arts of peace, 
and philosophers like the Stoics began to dream of 
universal brotherhood, By means of highways, some 
of which survive to this day as monuments of engi- 
neering skill, and by means of - pathways through the 
seas, Rome connected- even her most distant con- 
quests with herself ; and, when Christianity appeared, 
these roads became the tracks on which were seen 
moving the feet of those who brought to the nations 
glad tidings and published peace. 

But earlier in its beginnings than the Roman con- 
quests was another world-wide influence destined to 
act as a preparation for Christianity. If Rome was 
the eye of one peninsula, stretching down from the 
north into the Mediterranean, there was another 
‘peninsula, descending’ similarly, farther te the east, 
the eye of which was Athens, while not far away were 


. 
other cities of renown, such as Sparta and Corinth. 
If the Romans were the people of will and power, the 
Greeks were the people of intellect and knowledge. 
Long before the first stones of Rome were laid, Greece 
in the poetry of. Homer treasures of the 
mind which have never been surpassed on their own 
ground; and in subsequent centuries she added 
to them every variety of intellectual product, each 
perfect in its kind. Her dramatists put into golden 
numbers all the secrets of the soul ; her orators stirred 
the passions of her citizens and exalted the glory of 
the state ; her philosophers. explored the mystery of 
existence ; while her artists adorned her homes and 
public places with the imperishable monuments of 
their skill. - 

For example, it has been calculated that, within the 
limits of a single century, more men of the foremost 
intellectual rank breathed in Attica than have some- 
times since existed during the course of several cen- 
turies in the whole world. Three and a half centuries 
before the birth of Christ, a son of Greece, the con- 
queror Alexander the Great, lifted this net of civiliza- 
tion, which had been slowly laid down, layer above 
layer, and opening it out cast it over the East. His 
own career was brief; but his generals took up the 
work as it fell from his hands ; and they established 
great centers of culture at such points as Antioch and 
Alexandria, from which civilizing influences flowed 


_ forth in all directions. ‘Thus it was that in Tarsus, 


the birthplace of Paul, there was a Greek university. 
The Greek language was spoken in Galilee, and per- 
haps Jesus preached in it. Even at Rome, Greek 
was spoken, and as late as the third century the re- 
ligious literature produced there was written in this 
tongue. Thus, while Rome supplied the roads on 
which the missionaries of the new religion passed 
from land to land, Greece supplied the language in 
which the message of the cross could everywhere be 
made intelligible. 

But there was a third world-wide influence, of -still 
earlier date, by which mankind was prepared for the 
reception of Christianity. Long before either Romu- 
lus was suckled or Homer had tuned his lay, Abra- 
ham was called from Ur of the Chaidees, to go forth 
on that pilgrimage through which he became the 
Friend of God and the Father of the Faithful. He 
was a man of substance and a man of intellect, but it 
was not in either of these directions that his distinc- 
tion lay, but in the fact that he was a man of revela- 
tion. Such also were his descendants, Moses and 
Samuel, David and Hezekiah, Isaiah and Jeremiah. 
They knew the true God, as One and as Holy, and 
thereby they were separated from the nations round 
about them. As distinctly as the Romans were the 
people of conquest and government, and the Greeks 
the people of science and art, the descendants of 
Abraham were the people of religion and morality. 
Gradually in their sacred books were accumulated the 
records of their experiences and of the divine revela- 
tions ; more than a century before the birth of Christ 
these were translated into Greek, the world-wide 
language, under the name of the Septuagint ; and by 
the Christian Church, at its inception, they were 
adopted as its Bible before any of its own sacred 
writings were produced. For a long time the Jewish 
race had been hidden away in a corner, their country 
being a very little one, and Jehovah keeping them 
apart from contact with other peoples ; but a time 
arrived when, in the course of Providence, the way 
was opened up for their dispersion over the civilized 
world ; and then they manifested a genius for living 
in the homes of other peoples such as has never been 
displayed by any other race; and in no long time 
colonies of them were to be found in all civilized 
countries, and especially in the great centers of popu- 
lation. 
with them, and erected their synagogues. Though 
their exclusive faith repelled: most of their neighbors, 
it attracted some of the best by its monotheism and 
the power of its ‘Holy Scriptures. ‘The name of prose- 
lytes was given to these converts from heathenism to 


Wherever they went, they took their religion . 


Judaism ; and among the multitude collected at Jeru- 
salem on the Day of Pentecost there were both ‘+ Jews 
and proselytes'’ from points as far apart as Parthia 
and Rome, Pontus and Cyrene. When Christianity 
went forth to evangelize the world, it everywhere found 
its first footing in the Jewish synagogue. 

Such was the threefold preparation of the world for 
the coming of Christ. No doubt it might be shown 
that this preparation was not only threefold, but mani- 
fold, because other races also contributed. Egypt 
especially might be mentioned as having very early 
entertained the hope of an existence after death. But 
the three peoples mentioned were the heaviest con- 
tributors, and, indeed, they continued, in subsequent 
centuries, to influence in many ways the development 
of Christianity. Thus, the government of the church 
was formed on the Roman system of imperial govern- 
ment ; when, in the fourth and subsequent centuries, 
the church had to give systematic shape to its teach- 
ing, it was with the assistance of Greek philosophy 
that it did so, and the men by whom it was done had 
been trained in the wisdom of the Greeks ; and the 
worship of the church was formed on that of the 
Jews, not only the materials of praise and prayer be- 
ing borrowed from this source, but the very conceptions 
of worship taken from the temple or the synagogue. 

This is one side of the preparation ; but there was 
another : while Roman, Greek, and Hebrew contrib- 
uted thus positively, there was a no less essential 
negative preparation. Though the Roman had 
learned so well the art of governing others, he had 
not learned to govern himself, and though he had 
given peace to the nations he had not been able to 
add the gift of happiness : a system like slavery and 
practises like those of the amphitheater remaining 
terrible blots on Roman civilization. Equally had 
Greece failed: in its wisdom it knew not God, the 
stories of even the highest divinities in Olympus be- 
ing’ a scandal to humanity ; and the divisions and 
contradictions among its philosophers proved too 
clearly that it did not know man either, nor the secret 
of his mysterious existence. And the Jew was an 
even more palpable failure ; for the long course of 
his providential education had ended in making him 
only a Pharisee or a Sadducee, and the accumulated 
mistakes of his history were to issue in the utter and 
final destruction of the Jewish state before the first 
century of Christian history was completed. 

This failure of the representative nations of an- 
tiquity was the failure of mankind, and it has been 
repeated in varying forms from age to age. For the 
will of man a restraint and a constraint are needed 
far different from the iron pressure of Roman govern- 
ment ; for the intellect of man there is requisite a 
guidance far beyond the guesses of Greek philosophy ; 
and for the heart of man there is required a revela- 
tion of love far more captivating than is to be found 
in the Hebrew Scriptures. In every human heart 
there may be said to be a Roman, a Greek, and a 
Hebrew ; that is to say, the needs are in it which 
these elect nations were the first to feel deeply, and 
which they have bequeathed to the new races that 
have taken their place on the scene of history. ‘The 
more developed the modern man is, the keener is his 
sense of these necessities, which can find their satisfac- 
tion only in Christ. Thus is the Son of man the Desire 
of all nations, and he is made of God unto us wisdom 
and righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 

ABERDEEN, SCOTLAND, 


Js dete 
Old Texts with New Meanings 


By the Rev. Herbert W. Horwill, M.A. 


** The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil."*—1x Tim 
othy 6 : 10 (Rev. Ver.). 

O PASSAGE of Scripture has been more persist- 
ently misquoted than this. If people are fool- 
ish enough to say that ‘‘money is the root of 

all evil,’’ they should not father such an absurdity 
upon Paul. What he was considering was not money, 
but the love of it. And he did not even say of this 
that it is ¢4e root of all evil. He described it as a 
root—that is, one of the roots—of every kind of evil. 
In other words, there is no form of evil of which the 
love of money is not sometimes a cause. For in- 
stance, drunkenness seems far removed from avarice ; 
but there would soon be much less of it but for the 
opposition made by vested interests to terthperance 
reform. Large dividends have a share in other evils 
that seem equally remote from covetousness. Money 
in itself is neither good nor bad ; there is nothing moral 
or immoral about a dollar bill ; .but the love of money 
is part producer of every kind of evil under the sun. 
New Yor«.City. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


AST year a prominent young surgeon in New 
York had born to him a little daughter who, it 
was soon seen, was dying from a peculiar dis- 

ease. The blood-vessels did not hold the blood as iy 
should, and the baby was bleeding to death. A chil 
with this disease does not, as a Tule, live more than 
about five days. On the fifth day the surgeon-father 
became convinced that a transfusion of new, living 
blood into the veins of the little one might save her 
life. ‘I'wo other skilled surgeons were called in, but 
expressed little hope. The father insisted, and offered 
himself for the experiment. No anesthetic could be 
given to either father or baby; and by the time the 
vein in the little one had been made ready she seemed 
quite dead,—soclearly so that one of the operating sur- 

eons questioned the wisdom of going further, The 
father insisted again, and the—to him—torturingly 
painful operation was carried on. As the strong, 
new life-blood flowed from the veins of the father into 
those of the child, ‘‘ the first sign of life was a little 
pink tinge at the top of one of the ears, then the lips, 
which had become perfectly blue, began to change to 
red, and then suddenly, as though the child had been 
taken from a hot mustard bath, a pink glow broke 
out all over its body, and it began to cry lustily. 
After about eight minutes the two were separated. 
The child at that time was crying for food. It was 
fed, and from that moment began to eat and sleep 
regularly, and made a complete recovery.” The 
account of this operation, given in the December 
number of *‘ The World's Work,” calls the scene one 
of the most dramatic in the history of modern surgery. 
(The father of the child was a college classmate of the 
writer of the ‘‘ Lesson Pilot.’') 

Why is the whole world interested in such a case 
as this? Because here was a human being who 
ought to have a life of usefulness ahead, yet who lay 

alsied, without power, almost without life and 
for whom all this was suddenly, instantly changed 
by the inpouring tide of life from one who had life to 
give, and who gave it freely at the cost of great per- 
sonal suffering. And he was her father. His own 
life-blood was not too precious for his child, If it had 
been, she would have died, 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


It was just this message that the friends of Jesus 
were trying to carry to every soul whom they could 
reach, e was trusting them todoit. Hehad placed 
all of his own resources at their disposal, so that they 
might lack nothing in bearing the message with the 
utmost effectiveness. He wanted all men to have 
power, and life; and he had made it possible for all 
to have these two great gifts if they would. 

As Peter went on his journeyings to make known 
this Word and this Way, he had plenty of opportuni- 
ties to show just what Christ could do for men, 

At one place, Lydda, he found a man who for eight 
years had been without bodily power; he was pal- 
sied ; he could do little or nothing for himself. 
Straightway he let into this man’s helpless, atrophied 
body the flood-tide of Christ’s power; and the man 
was filled with power. 

From another place, Joppa, he was sent for when 
death had struck down one whose life had been so 
full of power, used for others, that her death was a 
public calamity. And here, again, he confidently 
claims the life-restoring life of his Friend for this 
dead body; Dorcas receives new life, and her good 
works continue to bless all around her. 

These blessings tc? veo only because One had 
given freely of his own life-blood for the sake of those 
who were powerless and dead. The physical mira- 
cles that Jesus and his disciples worked were simply 
offered as evidences of what he would do spiritually 
for those who would receive him and let his sacrificed 
life flow into their lives. 

There is the basis of this week’s lesson. The les- 
son is to be taught with the usual explanation of fact 
and setting, such as may be had from the references 

iven below. But let us not fail tomake all our teach- 
ing drive home the central truth of what it is that Christ 
offers, and at what cost to himself the gift came. And 
it is our Father who is back of it all (John 3: 16). 


Light-Gleams from the Lesson-Writers 


The India ‘* Brotherhood of the Imitation of Jesus” - 


(Pierson, 1). 

Dorcas’ merit lay in what she did, not in what she in- 
tended to do (Ridgway, last paragraph). 

Dorcas began with what was right at hand. Are we 
doing the same ? (Stelzle.) 

Notice the serious study and work that characterize Miss 
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Acts 9: 31-43. Commit verses 40, 41 


31 So the church throughout all Judza and Galilee and 
Samaria had peace, being ' edified : and, walking * in the fear 
= Se arm and *in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, was mul- 
tiplie 

32 And it came to pass, as Peter went throughout all parts, 
he came down also to the saints that dwelt at Lydda. 33 And 
there he found a certain man named 42’ne-as, who had kept his 
= t years ; for he was palsied. 34 And Peter said unto 

m, 
bed. And ay ~ roamed he arose. 35 And all that dwelt at 
Lydda and in Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord. 

76 Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tab’- 
i-tha, which by interpretation is called * Dorcas: this woman 
was full of good works and almsdeeds which she did. And 
it came to pass in those days, that she fell sick, and died : and 
when they had washed her, they laid her in an pepe chamber. 
38 And as Lydda was nigh unto Joppa, the disciples, hearing 

at Peter was there, sent two men unto him, entreating him, 
Delay not to come on unto us. 39 And Peter arose and went 
with them. And when he was come, they brought him into the 
upper chamber: and all the widows stood by him weeping, 
and showing the coats and garments which Dorcas made, 
while she was with them. 40 But Peter put them all forth, 
and kneeled down, and prayed ; and turning to the body, he 
said, ‘l'ab’i-tha, arise. And she opened her eyes; and when 
she saw Peter, she sat up. 41 And he gave her his hand, and 
raised her up ; and calling the saints and widows, he presented 
her alive. 42 And it became known throughout all Joppa: 
and many believed on the Lord. 43 And it came to pass, 
that he abode many days in Joppa with one Simon a tanner, 

1 Gr. builded up. % Or, by *® That is, Gaseile. 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 


Verse 31.—‘*So’’--why? Was the church throughout 
Judea, Galilee, and Samaria now a single organization? 
What is the exact meaning of ‘‘ edified’’? Explain ‘‘ in the 
fear of the Lord.’? What kindof ‘* comfort ’’ did the Holy 
Spirit give ? (Ridcle.) 

Verse 32.— What region was ‘‘ all parts’’? (Ramsay, 1, 
2; Sanders, 1.) Who were the saints? What is known 
about Lydda? (Riddle, on v. 32, and third paragraph; 
Mackie, 1; Ramsay, 4; Sanders, 4.) 

Verse 33.—Was Aineas a believer before his healing ? 
What else is known about him? (Riddle, on vs. 33, 34.) 

Verse 34.— What is the meaning of the expression ‘* make 
thy bed ’’ ? (Riddle.) 

Verse 35.---What is known about Sharon? Does ‘the 
Lord ’’ refer to God or to Christ ? (Riddle, third paragraph, 
and on v. 35.) 

Verse 36.—What is known about Joppa? Is Tabitha, 
or Dorcas, mentioned elsewhere ? (Riddle, third paragraph, 
and on v. 36.) 

Verse 37.—-Describe ‘‘ upper chamber ’’ and burial pro- 
cess (Riddle). 

Verse 38.—Who were ‘‘ the disciples ’’? (Riddle.) 

Verse 39.—Is it significant that only ‘‘ widows ”’ 
mentioned as weeping? Who were they? (Riddle. ) 

Verse 40.— Why did Peter ‘‘ put them all forth’? ? (Rid- 
dle.) 

Verse 43.— What else is known about Simon the tanner? 
(Riddle ; Mackie, 3.) 


are 








Slattery’s real class of girls,—as effective as is being done 
in any day-school, and so interesting that the girls can- 
not help going in for it. Definite assignments, and the 
part constantly taken by the girls, are two of the secrets. 

Advance notice of a coming question review, and how 
to get ready for it (Slattery, Home Work). 

What of philanthropy with Christ left out ? (Pierson, 3.) 

Why was Peter sent for? (Ramsay, last paragraph.) 

The far-off field always seems more attractive than the 
duty close at home (Stelzle, 2). 


ne-as, Jesus Christ healeth thee : arise, and make thy 


LESSON 11. MARCH 14. AENEAS AND DORCAS 


Golden Text: And Peter said unto him, Aeneas, Jesus Christ healeth thee: arise, and make thy bed. And straightway he arose.—Acts 9 : 34 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


NTERVENING EVENTS.—In chapter 9 : 1-30 
are narrated: the conversion of Saul; his subse- 
quent preaching at Damascus; his escape from 

the hostile Jews in that city; his visit to Jerusalem 

for ‘‘ fifteen days,” Gal. 1: 18); his departure to 
gsarea and to Tarsus. The study of this section 
has been postponed to the next quarter, but the events 
probably preceded those of the present lesson. 
Time.—Assuming that the history is arranged in 
order of time, the-date is about three years, or parts 

of three years, after the conversion % Saul (Gal. 1: 

18). According to the usual chronology about A.D. go. 
Places.—The chief divisions of Palestine are named 

in verse 31. Lydda,in the Old Testament Lod, a 
small town in the fertile plain of Sharon (v. 35), 
which was situated between the mountains and sea- 
coast of northern Judzea. Now called Ludd, and the 
first principal station on the railway from Jaffa to 
Jerusalem. /oppa, now Jaffa, the principal seaport 
on the Mediterranean coast of Judea. A very an- 
cient city, prominent in both ancient and modérn 
history. The house of Tabitha is still pointed out, 
though in various localities. That of Simon the tan- 
ner has amore uniform tradition in its favor. It is 
toward the northwest, though the tanneries are now 
south of the city. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 31.—So: Often rendered ‘‘therefore.” If 
taken in this sense, it implies that the ‘‘ peace” was 
in consequence of the conversion of Saul and what 
followed. — Zhe church: Altered in later manu- 
scripts to ‘‘ the churches,” the more usual expression 
where different localities are referred to. As it here 
includes all the believers in Palestine, it has been 
thought to point out the unity of these Christians. 
But as it. does not occur again in such a wider appli- 
tion, it heen indicates here that there were as 
yet no formal organizations of believers outside of 
Jeranttem, all being, as it were, dependent on the 
mother chureh.—Zdified; Built..up ‘internally, in 
.Christian graces.—/n the fear of the Lord::. In rev- 
erent Lars gmat og upon God. As the phrase occurs 
frequently in the Old Testament, ‘‘ Lord” probably 
refers to God.— Comfort of the Holy Spirit : The word 
rendered ‘‘comfort” also means ‘‘ exhortation,” and 
in that sense points to the multiplying of converts 
through exhortation made effective by the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 32.— Throughout all parts: Literally, 
“through all.” If ‘‘parts’’ is supplied, the reference 
is to the regions named in verse 31. But many hold 
that ‘‘also” in the next clause should lead us to 
supply ‘‘ saints’’ here.—Saznzs ; It refers ta believers 
in general, as consecrated to the service of Christ, 
and not to those especially holy, still less, perfectly 
sanctified. So throughout the New Testament. 

Verse 33.—4neas.: Not the same name as that of 
the Trojan hero. ‘The accent is on the first syllable. 
He may have been a Grecian Jew, but this is not 
certain. Nothing further is known about him. 

Verse 34.—/esus Christ healeth thee: This form 
suggests that he had not been a believer, though 
doubtless with some knowledge of jesus.—Make ‘hy 
bed: Literally, ‘‘strew for thyself’; do for thyself 
what others have done for thee all these years, 
arrange thy bed. The Oriental bed consisted simply 
of a mat or roll, and a covering or coverlet. 

Verse 35.—Zurned to the Lord: That is, to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, since Jews are referred to. 

Verse 36.—A certain discifle: The term, occur- 
ring only here, is feminine.— /adz#ha : The Aramaic 
name.— Dorcas: The Greek equivalent, *' Gazelle” 
being the meaning of both. Nothing more is known 
of the woman than is here recorded. 

Verse 37.—Washed her: Usual among the an- 
cients in preparing for burial.—/n an upper cham- 
ber: Probably the largest room in the house, since 
many would gather to mourn. 

Verse 38.—Nigh unio Joppa: About ten _ miles 
distant.— Zhe disciples: The Christians in Joppa, 
equivalent to ‘‘saints” in verses 32, 41.—De/ay not 
to come on unto us: Doubtless desiring his presence 
to comfort them before the burial. 

Verse 39.—Adll the widows : Those whom Dorcas 
had befrieuded, and doubtless also believers. Widows 
were classed among the more helpless, to whom God 
showed special compassion.” The Law enjoined that 
they be treated with justice and consideration, judg- 
ment being threatened on those who did not do this. 

Verse 40.—Put them all forth: To secure quiet 
and privacy out BEATS (comp. Mark § : 40). 

Verse 43.— lVith one Simon a tanner: Probably a 
disciple, but nothing further is known about him. 

WESTERN THEOLOGICAI. SEMINARY. 
































LESSON FOR MARCH 14 (Acts 9: 31-43) 


The Work and Power of Peter 
_ By Sir William M. Ramsay, D.C.L., LL.D., Litt.D. 


= ETER went through all " Never'was a 
big piece of work mentioned in words so few, 
yet so complete and comprehensive. The 

former mission to aria was now widened to em- 

brace the whole extent of the growing church; and 
the kind of work which took place in aria must 
undoubtedly be understood to have occurred as in 
every. ars that Paul visited. His action was not 


restricted to the cities, as Philip’s was (8: 40). It in- 
cluded the awe (8: 25). It waseverywhere. It ex- 
tended not merely to Ju and Samaria and Galilee 


(9: 31), but also to Antioch (Gal. 2: 11), to Corinth 
(1 Cor. 1: 12), and, we may be sure, much farther. 

This is the work of years, probably of alifetime. It 
marks out Peter as the great missionary among the 
older apostles, It shows why it was part of Peter’s 
duty, in view of an impending persecution, to send 
to the churches of Asia Minor the epistle known as 
1 Peter. In the prosecution of this great work he 
could be only seldom in aacnevems hence the leader- 
ship of the central church, which lay with him in the 
earliest years, necessarily passed to other hands; 
and in later. years James appears to have occupied 
the most prominent position. in the church (Acts 15: 
13, 19; 21: 18; Gal. 2:9). A process of world-wide 
importance like this is summed up in five words; and 
yet such is the art and historic skill of the narrative 
that its character stands clearly before the reader. 

Two incidents are selected from an early stage of 
this process as illustrations of Peter’s power. In 
Luke's estimation these are the most important facts 
known to him during that long missionary career of 
Peter: they proved his Divine mission and they were 
accepted in proof by the people among whom they 
were performed. It shows how different is the spirit 
of the twentieth century from that of the first, that 
what was then considered by all to be indispensable 
as a proof of truth now constitutes a difficulty to pre- 
vent more general acceptance of truth, 

The first incident occurred at Lydda, a large village 
on the high road from Jerusalem to Casareia and to 
Joppa. In this situation it must puseerace yA have been 
one of the first places to hear the gospel from the lips 
of travelers, and Peter found there a congregation of 
the saints. Among these was probably Mnason, the 
ancient ry ve 3 in whose house Paul, Luke, and their 
company lodged (according to the right interpreta- 
tion), on their way from to Jerusalem; and 
on our view the mention of his name and early con- 
version (Acts 21: 16) is probably intended to mark out 
one of the informants from whom Luke derived his 
knowledge of this incident. In Lydda, Aineas, who 
had been palsied and bedridden for eight years, was 
ordered by Peter to rise, ‘‘for Jesus Christ healeth 
thee.” There is no allusion here to faith on the part 
of Atneas, except that he forthwith obeyed the com- 
mand. Nor is it stated whether he was Christian or 
Jew or Greek, Attention is concentrated on the 
power of Peter. Theincident oe a strong effect 
on the population of Sharon, the low ground between 
the mountains of Judza and the sea, at the eastern 
edge of which Lydda was situated. 

‘The other incident occurred at the seaport of Joppa, 
the modern Jaffa, about ten miles nortgwest of 
Lydda. A widow called by the Aramaic name of 
Tabitha (that is, Gazelle, in Greek Dorcas), had 
taken a leading part in the charities of the church at 
Joppa; and it may be gathered from this case that 
there was an organization of charity at Lydda similar 
to that at Jerusalem; and that the work of voluntary 
helpers was carried on in a systematic way; though 
no record is preserved as to the official administration 
in those early churches of Palestine. 

Tabitha died, and was ang red for her grave: 
the body was made ready for burial. It was known 
that Peter was not far distant, and messengers were 
sent to Lydda begging him to come. ow the 
ordinary Jewish custom was that the burial should 
take place very quickly after death. Asa rule, at 
the present day, only a few hours elapse in those 
regions between death and burial: the washing and 
preparing of the corpse, the vehement mourning of 
the womien, and the funeral, are performed with a 
celerity that seems repugnant to our western minds. 

In this case it is not made clear why time was al- 
lowed to send and bring Peter. Possibly he may have 
been asked to come when Tabitha was sick, in the 
hope that he might cure her as he had cured Aineas; 
and he arrived only when she was laid out for burial. 
Possibly the burial was delayed from the desire to 
do special honor to the deceased by having a great 
church dignitary present (a desire which is at the 
present day strong among the people of the Eastern 
church), or in the vague hope that Peter might be 
able to do something and sive some aid in the great 
calamity which had befallen the congregation at 
Joppa. The record is silent’ about these details. 
There is no hint as to the motives of the senders, the 
action of the messengers, the reasons stated to Peter, 
or the resolution that he formed to bring his abode 
and work in Lyddatoanend. But the scene is put 
vividly before. us when he reached Joppa, as he 
looked on the dead, and the widows stood by weeping 
and showing the clothes that Dorcas had made in her 
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charitable work ; and this scene perhaps tends to 
favor the last hypothesis stated about the reason for 
summoning Peter. In this incident, as in the comin 
of Afneas, attention is concentrated on the power o 
Peter; only what sets him in relief is remem- 
bered. Faith in the one treated no part in the 
narrative; for there can of course be no faith on the 
part of the dead Tabitha co-operating with the power 
of the apostle. 


ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY, SCOTLAND. 
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Oriental Lesson - Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American gregation in Beyrout 


E CAME down also to the saints that dwelt 
at Lydda (v.32). The town offered a place of 
refuge to the scattered believers in the risen 

Lord, and after the destruction of Jerusalem, in A. D. 
70, it was endeared to the Jews as the place where 
the great rabbis expounded the law, and where much 
suffering was endured. Later on it had a magnifi- 
cent Christian cathedral, and became closely con- 
nected with the life and exploits of St. George. It is 
still a place where saints may be met with, as mis- 
sionary work is carried on there by devoted Christian 
women from England. The town to-day is called 
Lydd, and is of sufficient importance to be a station 
on the railway between Jaffa and Jerusalem. 

A certain disciple named Tabitha (v. 36). Orien- 
tal names are often given in connection with some 
important event at the time, or as an expression of 
the gratitude of the parents, or as suggested by some 
special feature in the ap ance of the infant. It 
would seem that Tabitha’s name was due to the last- 
mentioned circumstance, and that when she opened 
her large and lustrous eyes, both parents and neigh- 
bors felt that there was only one name for such a 
child,—Tabitha, Gazelle. he preparation of the 
body, the quiet of the ee room, the mute appeal 
of exhibited handiwork, all suggest Oriental life. 

He abode many days in Joppa with one Simon a 
tanner (v. 43). On one side of the town of Jaffa 
a house is still pointed out to tourists and pilgrims as 
the house of Simon, According to Jewish law a tan- 
nery had to be on the outskirts of a town, and both 
the tanner and his work were unclean on account of 
the offensive ingredients used in the cleaning of the 
raw hides, Yet it was in such a place that Peter 
was taught by an illuminating vision to ge and re- 
ceive a Gentile into the Christian faith. he expe- 
rience has often been repeated since then of persons 
and places being accepted by the Holy Spirit that 
had to be more or less regretfully repudiated by the 
religious opinion of the time. 

Bryrout, Syria. i 


Christlike Service 
The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


YOUNG missionary in India has recently 
founded a ‘* Brotherhood of the Imitation of 
Jesus.” The aim of its members is to live and 

speak so like Christ that people will learn to know 
him through them. These brothers ‘‘ go about doing 
good,” dressed in the simplest clothes, living among 
pend mgre nursing the sick, teaching the ignorant, 
feeding the hungry, caring for the plague-stricken, — 
‘** not to be ministered unto, but to minister.” 

Peter was a forerunner of this brotherhood. Who 
can fail to see the likeness to Christ in the healing of 


.Aineas and the raising of Dorcas? (comp. Mark 2: 


Ir; 5:41.) Thousands of Christian missionaries all 
over the world are to-day following the same exam- 
ple. They go from house to house, from village to 
village, teaching and healing, bringing new strength 
to sick bodies, and new life to dead souls. This 
medical missionary work is especially needed in 


heathen lands to-day, as it was needed in Palestine in’ 


the time of Christ. The cruel treatment of disease 
by native doctors on the mission fields fills us with 
horror, A Korean doctor, for example, classes all 
diseases under two heads,—desperate cases and gen- 
eral weakness. For the latter, he prescribes ‘‘ tiger- 
bone pills,” and for the former, boiled snakes, toads, 
and centipedes, burning or piercing with a lon 
needle. o wonder the people in these lands PRs | 
to see the missionary physicians as the disciples in 
Joppa sought help from Peter. 

‘he result of this Christlike work is always the 
same. As in Lydda ‘‘they turned to the Lord,” and 
in Joppa ‘‘ many believed on the Lord,” soin mission 
lands to-day, closed doors are opened and hard 
hearts are melted by service in the name of Jesus. 
The true Christian, like Peter, will give God the 
credit for the motive and the results: *‘ Jesus Christ 
healeth thee.” Philanthropy with Christ left out may 
bring praise from men for men, but will not stand the 
test of eternity. 


Brooxtyn, N. Y. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


In the Factory.— 7he saints that dwelt at Lydda 
(v. 32). What clones goods you make down at the 
mill, Such lovely thin But dear me, what a 


place! No nice easy chairs—nothing to sit on but a 
nail keg. Norugson the floor. No ictures upon 
the walls—dirty windows—hanging cobwebs—litter 
everywhere. Yet you make beautiful articles. Oh, 


u have ‘tthe comforts and luxuries at home” ? 
ell, boys, this world of ours is nothing, after all, but 
agreat workshop, The place where 's saints are 
made. Why doesn’t a God put the furniture of 
heaven on earth? Why doesn’t a good manufacturer 
ut his home furnishings down in the factory? Are 
hings a little rough in the Christian life—the saint 
making? ‘‘ Comforts and luxuries at home.” Read the 
description in Revelation 21, If wecould climb up ona 
moonbeam and watch this old earth swing by, we 
would see flying off from every part of it the finished 
roduct: saints that had been completed and are 
ing collected by the Proprietor for his great pur- 
pose (1 Cor. 6:2; Jude 14). Manufacturing processes 
are rarely gentle. If you are not having an easy 
time of it as a Christian, remember you are down in 
the factory. You are a saint in the making, ‘‘ The 
comforts and luxuries are at home,” 


Cheering the Shut-ins.— “neas, who had kept his 
bed eight years (v. 33). 1 heard Jack’s mother 
say, ‘‘ Johnny is as cross as a bear with a sore head.” 
I asked why. ‘‘ Because he has had to stay in the 
house a few days with the mumps.” Think of being 
bedfast for eight years! Do you ever think of the 
‘*shut-in’s”? Ever go see them with a word of sun- 
shine and cheer ? ter you have been housefast or 
bedfast for days how it tastes to have folks with 
new faces come in and chat. The world gets little 
when you're sick. Charley can come and tell that 
old bear story of his—and you'll laugh and laugh and 
laugh—and you don’t feel like saying, ** Chestnuts, 
Charley!” even if you have heard it a hundred times. 
It now seems so fresh. It is the same way when you 

o and take your Bible and read the old, old story. 
Rnd this is a work youcando. You may not be able 
to preach, or teach or give much, but you can cheer 
the shut-ins. Old Uncle Jimmy Rodgers is laid * 
with ‘‘plumbago.” He can’t read. Go down an 
read him this chapter of: Acts: and these notes, and 
report results next week (Matt. 25 : 36). 


Divine Healing.— /¢esus Christ healeth thee: arise, 
and make thy bed (v. 34). Turn to Mark 2: 1-12 and 
notice verse 11. Peter imitates his Master. Didn’t 
preach tothe man. Sin is palsy. When sin smites 

ou there you lie. me te Drink, lie, steal, swear. 

he Devil rolls you where he likes. Been that wey 
for years, haven't you ? Listen, ‘‘ Jesus Christ healet 
thee: arise.” And without reg Nan be preached to 
you have only to just ‘‘arise.” Country boys’ and 
‘* wharf rats” usually learn to swim by being thrown 
overboard. They have to do what they can't do or 
odown. The paralyzed sinner does what he can’t 
o and saves himself from going down. ‘' Does sarong 
heal people nowadays.” es, George, I think so. 
We have a whole lot to learn along this line as well 
as along other lines. My friend an says he now 
sees how there may be something in faith-cure. He 
was very sick the other week and suffering agony. 
They sent to the city for a great specialist to see 
about an operation. Said Doan, “ you know I 
was suffering beyond words, but when the celebrated 
doctor came in and spoke to me and jollied me, the 
— stopped. But just as soon as he went away it 
gan again as bad as ever.” We have all had the 
toothache stop at the dentist’s door. When our faith 
makes Jesus as real to us as is the specialist and the 
dentist—what ? (James 5: 15.) 


Your Girl.—Dorcas ; this woman was full of good 
works... which she did (v. 36). ‘‘ Which she fia 
Not which she intended todo. Some of us are full, 
running-over full, of good works which we intend to 
do—to-morrow! Dorcas was full of works and not 
words, This is another difference between Dorcas 
and some folks we know. Because Dorcas was full 
of goodness her name has stood for womanhood at its 
best all down the centuries. Her instrument of 
achievement was so trifling and tiny that it taxes 
most of you men to thread one. I was just wonder- 
ing how many of you fellows have girls who know 
how to sew. ‘Oh, every girl knows how to sew.” 
Don’t you fool yourself, Tom. You would be sur- 
prised. All Sunday-school girls know how. The 
mother who is careful about the religious training of 
her daughter is careful in all things. There are 
thousands of girls who are home wreckers because 
they can neither sew, cook, nor keep house, All they 
know is to spend money. Hundreds of drunkards 
are home-made. Boys, be wise. Get.a Dorcas. She 
will clothe you and others beside (Prov. 31 : 27-31). 
Like all good things they must be searched for and 
selected; but blessed are you when you find one and 
make her yourown. It means a happy home and a 
successful life. Dorcas with her needle can rule a 
kingdom. 
CoarEsviLLE, Pa. 
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The Hlustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 

artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 

esson illustration that can be used, and two dollars for 

the best illustration used for each week's lesson. ‘The impor- 

tant conditions governing the acceptance of material, and the 
year’s lesson calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


Browning’s Assurance.—/esus Christ healeth thee 
(v. 34) A friend of the poet Browning, a man of 
letters, was in great grief at the death of a lovel 
little daughter, Browning, too, had loved the child, 
and went with a full heart to sympathize with him. 
Finding his friend out, he left a note for him with 
these beautiful words written inside: ‘‘ If 1, who can- 
not, would give you back your child, He, who can, 
will."—Mrs. M. Watts, Herne Hill, London, Eng. 
From The Sunday School Chronicile. 


Where to Find Him.—7/is woman was Ff vg v) 
good works and almsdeeds which she did (v. 36). 
**Is your father at home?” I asked a small child on 
the doorstep of the village doctor, ‘‘ No,” he said, 
‘*he’s away.” ‘Where do you think I could find 
him?” ‘* Well,” he said, with a considering air, 
** you've got to look for some place where ple are 
sick or hurt, or something like that. I don’t know 
where he is, but he’s helping somewhere.” This is 
what should be said of the follower of Christ.—/umnz- 
ata Rohrback, Washington, D.C. From The Class- 
mate, 

The After-Death Test.— Weeping, and showin 
coats and garments which Dorcas made, while she 
was with them (v.39). Dr. Hillis said in a sermon: 
‘The things that are valuable are the things that are 
praised after death has come. Would you know what 
things are really worth while? Well, the next time 
some leading citizen dies, listen to what bpp eng sa 
of him, Inthe eulogy that is pronounced you will 
never hear anybody say: ‘He lived in the finest 
house, he drank the best wines, he rode in a gorgeous 
carriage, he made a million dollars.’ Why, once a 
man is dead, they no more speak of the pleasures of 
his body than they speak of the color of his finger- 
nails or the length of his hair. When a man is dead. 
people unconsciously and automatically cast about to 
see if there was any spiritual quality or moral virtue 
of self-sacrifice or purity, or love for the widow and 
the fatherless, any gifts to Christ’s poor.”— Wi//iam 
Jj. Hart, D.D., Earlville, N. Y. 


Uncommon Disappointment.— And showing the 
coats and garments which Dorcas made (v.39). A 
California gentleman once stated that the most be- 
nevolent man he had ever known was an aged Israel- 
ite of 'Frisco, This old man receives every poor man 
who comes to his door as if he were Jehovah in dis- 
guise; and if a day passes without bringing a case of 
need, he goes home sad and wondering if God is 
displeased with him that he should not have visited 


the 


him that day. Dorcas had this same spirit of be- ~ 


nevolence, and her work of charity was a ‘labor of 
love."—Hi. A. Smith, Kinsale, Va. From the Rev. 
EE. L. Pell, D.D., in The Nashville Christian Ad- 
vocale. 


Flower-Seeds in the Straw.— Which Dorcas made 
(v. 39). Itis said that when Thorwaldsen, the Dan- 
ish sculptor, returned to his native land with those 
wonderful works of art which have made his name 
immortal, chiseled in Italy with patient toil and glow- 
ing inspiration, the servants who unpacked the mar- 
bles scattered upon the ground the straw which was 
wrapped around them. The next summer flowers 
from the gardens of Rome were blooming in the 
streets of Copenhagen from the seeds thus borne and 
planted by accident. 
purpose, and leaving magnificent results in breathing 
marble, the artist was, at the same time and uncon- 
sciously, scattering other beautiful things in his path 
to give cheer and gladness, So Christ’s lowly work- 
ers unconsciously bless the world.—Madel S. Mid- 
dleton, Greeley, Colo. Taken from Dr. Miller's 
‘*Glimpses through Life's Windows.” 


Breaking Up a -M —But Peter put 
them all forth, and kneeled down and prayed 
(v. 40). Sickness came one year to the poorly-paid 


pastor of a country church. It was winter, and the 

astor was in financial straits. A number of his 
ock decided to meet at his house and offer prayers 
for the speedy portly? 4 of the sick one, and for ma- 
terial blessings upon the pastor’s household. There 
was a loud knock at the door. When the door was 
opened a stout farmer boy was seen wrapped up 
comfortably, ‘‘ What do you want, boy ?” asked one 
of the elders. ‘'Pa couldn’t come, so I’ve brought 
his prayers,” replied the boy. ‘‘ Brought pa’s prayers ? 
What do you mean?” ‘Yes, brought his prayers, 
and they’re out in the wagon. Just help me, an’ 
we'll get ’em in.” Investigation disclosed the fact 
that ‘‘pa’s prayers” consisted of potatoes, flour, 
bacon, oatmeal, turnips, apples, warm clothing, and 
a lot of jellies for the sick one, The prayer-meeting 
adjourned at short notice, after praising God for his 
mercies.— W. R. Clark, Newchurch, Eng. From 
The Christian Herald. The prize for this week ts 
awarded to this tllustration. 


With Our Own Hands.—A nd he gave her his hand, 
and raised her up (v. 41). Dear Chaplain McCabe 


While pursuing his glorious’ 
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had a brother who, after forty years of thraldom to 
strong drink, was finally, the faith and love 
and perseverance of his brother, redeemed 
from the sad slavery. . The chaplain used to say: 
‘*When I get to heaven, I am going to take my 
brother by the hand and lead him up to my mother 
and say: ‘Mother, here’s George; I have brought 
him home!’” Nothing will save a vast multitude of 
men unless their fellows, in love and faith, help them 
to fight their battles through to a victory.— William 
Jj. Hart, D.D., Earlville, N. Y. From the Brook- 
lyn Eagle. m 


Lesson-Light on Social Problems 


By Charles Stelzle 


Superintendent of the Presbyterian Department 
of Church and Labor 


ORCAS lives again in the twentieth century, 
through the societies which are called by her 
name, and which are seeking to continue the 

good work that she began. It is interesting and 
teeny to note that Dorcas lived among and helped 

er neighbors. She did not sigh for a far-off field, 
and then sit ae | by because the distant ones did not 
come to her. She a with the nearest needy 
widow, and tried to make her life easier and less bur- 
densome, That such service counted for much is indi- 
cated by the lesson stor 


The attractions of the far-off field seem always. 


greater than the duty just beside us. There is a 
glamor and romance about people whom we have 
never seen which is not quite so apparent when we 
gaze upon the Italian who owns the banana stand on 
the street corner, or the negro who lives alongside 
the railroad track. The same folks in Sunny Italy 
or even in Darkest Africa would be far more inspir- 
ing. Therefore the tendency is to neglect the immi- 
grant when he settles in our midst; and to send our 
workers to his native land. Pity that they could not 
have met at some halfway house, so that they might 
have had a chance to become better acquainted; for 
each could have helped the other in his future life 
and work. 

There are earnest men and womer who are hon- 
estly asking for something to do so that Christ’s 
Kingdom may be extended. The ways in which this 
is to be accomplished are many and varied. But 
probably no way ‘is better than the Dorcas way,—the 
doing of the next thing for one’s next-door neighbor. 
One need not go very far afield to find a weary one 
who needs the touch of sympathy that will bring 
new life and hope. ‘This applies not only to the poor 
in this world’s goods, There is many a man or 
woman in the higher grades of social life who craves 
the ‘word ‘of cheer and encouragement. Many the 
man who seems far removed from his fellow-men by 
reason of high position and unusual honor, who longs 
for the simple, sincere expression of sympathy. 

The best kind of a Dorcas Society is a society of 
oné,—president, secretary, treasurer, and committees, 
all found in the Christian who is going about doing 
good, as did the Lord and Master of uy all. 

New York City. 
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Aunt Abby’s Home Department 
By Annie Trumbull Slosson 


OME of you keep saying that I make Scriptur’ 
too such like other on by telling the stories 
in plain talk, as if they’d happened right here 

in our time. Mebbe I do, But it always seems to 
me that I can’t bring it too close to us and our every- 
day lives. It helps me to feel those folks were like 
us and had our failings and ways, bad or good. ; 
I _ this way because I was rycor of telling 
= that I knew a woman once just exactly like this 
reas, or Tabitha. I don’t think any of you knew 
her, but I guess some of you’ve heard of her and the 
good she done in this part of the country.. Her 
name was Lucretia Banks, but everybody ‘round 
here called her Aunt Creeshy. She never married, but 
she mothered—or ‘‘ aunted,” as you might say—the 
whole neighborhood. Like this Dovena in the lesson 
she was ‘‘full of good works and almsdeeds which 
she did.” She was poor and hard-working, lived in 
alittle brown house out on the Easton road, with 
scursely any ground belonging to it. How she ever 
supported herself, let alone all the other folks she 
done for, beats me. She appeared to feel that all the 
r’round there beloamell to her to take care of. 
he didn’t say so, for she wasn’t no great of a talker, 
but she acted so. She had a little garden patch she 
worked herself, raising a few potatoes and other 
garden roots, but I don’t believe she tasted many of 
them herself. And she had a little mite of a posy 
bed. She took care of everything herself, working 
hard from morning till night. I can’t begin to tell 
ou what she done; as that list of faith-doers in 
ebrews says, time would fail me to tell of them. 
Digging and weeding her garden, picking the vege- 
tables, and carrying them through the hot sun, or in 
the cold winds, to her poor and hungry; tending her 
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paces, and cutting them to make into pretty bunches 
or her sick,—those were chores enough for one 
woman. But she did lots more. She sewed for her 
neighbors, too, made, mended, darned, patched for 
‘em. She knit warm yarn stockings and mittens and 
comforters. 

There wa’n’t so many needy folks ‘round here, but 
plenty enough for that ae te society of one 
helped om see po I es —_— a7 pepe d else 

e poor, but you know how 'tis; let a person 
show he’s more’n willing to do such things, and he’ll 
be let to do ‘em. 

There was a French Canadian family, a shiftless 
lot, with a tribe of young ones, not far from Aunt 
Creeshy’s, and she just ik the whole care of them 


folks. You'd see the mites of boys with their little 
pants patched with a piece of her checked gingham, 
or a scrap of her bombazine, and the girls with warm 


hoods she’d made out of something she needed 
more’n they did, I guess. Andold Mis’ Mahone and 
Uncle Amos Carr and—oh, I don’t know how many 
others, were clothed and fed and helped by that little 
saint of a woman. She was dreadful little, so thin 
and lean and bony, with her pinched white face, for 
her own flesh and blood had been given glad and 
willing to her needing neighbors, 

And when she died—it came very sudden, so no- 
body had a chance at the last to show her they were 
thankful for all she’d done—why, this Scriptur’ 
story tells just what ths ee better. than I or any- 
body else could put it. For they prepared the poor, 
thin little body themselves, them she had been so 

to, and they laid her in the upstairs bedroom. 
went to see her myself, and never shall forget it. 
The small, waxy face on the pillow; the rough, hard- 
worked, pricked, wrinkled hands laying idle on the 
patchwork quilt as I never had seen them afore, and 
such a look of rest and peace about the bed. -But 
away from it, ’round the room, was weeping and sor- 
row. Yes, Pes as in that other upper chamber where 
Dorcas laid, the poor women she’d done for, the 
church members that knew her goodness, stood there, 
crying and talking of her. 

‘“*She made this hood I’ve got on,” says Marthy 
West, ‘‘ out of herold shawl; said she was real warm- 
blooded herself, and didn’t need it.” 

‘*Yes, and see the mittens Patsy’s got on this min- 
ute, knit by the blessed saint,” says Maggy Mahone. 

As the Bible puts it, ‘‘So they stood weeping and 
showing the coats and garments she made while she 
was with them.” 

There was no Peter there to call her back. But 
Elder North came in and knelt down by the quiet 
little bed, and prayed a wonderful prayer. That 
would have pleased her dreadful,’ and I’m certain 
sure it didn’t seem long to her before she heard an- 
other voice, from a greater than Peter, One she’d 
loved and served long, bidding her arise. 

New York Ciry. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—([Because the writer has 
been greatly helped by a prayer of Phillips Brooks, he wishes 
to offer that prayer here with the thought that others may offer 
it in their turn in behalf of their fellow-workers, A®neas and 
Dorcas might well have uttered it out of their experience. ] 

‘*O Lord, by all thy dealings with us, whether of joy or 

pain, of light or darkness, let us be brought to thee. t us 
value no treatment of thy grace simply because it makes us 
happy or because it makes us sad, because it gives us or denies 
what we want ; but may all that thou sendest us bring us to 
thee, that, knowing thy perfectness, we may be sure in every 
eet that thou art still loving us, and in every dark- 
ness that thou art still enlightening us, and in every enforced 
idleness that thou art still using us ; yea, in every death that 
thou art giving us life, as in his death thou didst give life to 
thy Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.” 
After the Lesson.—A little boy was lying miserably 
ill. The bright winter sunshine came flooding in 
through tue window, and of course the boy wanted to 
be up and out. ‘ Mother,” he called, ‘‘when do you 
think I cam get up?” ‘*In a few days, dear, I hope,” 
answered mother. And with a sigh the boy tried to 
be patient once more. A man who had been held 
down by bad habits was I? be to overcome them. 
“On,” he cried, ‘‘if I could only get above these 
things! Can I ever rise out of all this?” A slender 
plant began to feel the new life of the springtime, 
and pushed its way up through the sodden dead 
leaves, and into the warm sunshine of a day when 
spring mess had come. Its way was the upward 
way, toward the light. The church spires point up- 
ward; the pointed arches in the church lead the eyes 
upward. nd when we want to rest our eyes and 
our thoughts we too look upward toward the stars or 
the drifting clouds, or the budding treetops. All 
our best has an upward look. 

Fellow- worker, teacher, student, what is your 
heart-cry to-day? Are you not longing for the upper 
heights of life? Wouldn’t you like to let go the 
deadening, palsying, hindering things: in your life? 
All down the years, Jesus Christ, through his fol- 
lowers, calls us to arise, to come back into fulness of 
life. Can, you see Atneas standing up beside that 
eight-years’ sick bed? Can you see the good Dorcas 
looking once more into the faces of those whom she 
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loved to help, and inning once more to busy her- 
Sue Chk bet oake of Lovet  itete in Jones’ clear eal 
to every one of us. Let this be the final message to- 


day. 





ARISE— WORK 
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Hymns and Psalms for the Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 


** All hail the 


or of Jesus’ name."’ Psalm 146 : 3-7. 
** Brief life is here our portion."’ (217 : 3-6. 316 : 3-6.) 
‘Our God, our help in ages past."" psalm 116 : 1-7. 
** Now thank we all our God.”’ (167 : 1- 234 : 1-5.) 
** One sweetly solemn thought comes Psal : "S- 34 ¢ IS. 
to me o'er and o'er.” me ae Sot 


“There is a blessed home beyond (56: 1-3. 87 : 1-3.) 
this land of wo.”’ m 118 ; I1-I5. 
* For all the saints, who from their (170 : 11-14. 238 : 11-14.) 
labors rest.”’ Psalm 71 : 16-21. 
‘*Cast thy bread upon the waters.” (96 : 4-6. 143 : 4-6.) 
% 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 
These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 
is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion, Address Marion Lawrance, Hartford Building, Chicago. 

Monday.—Acts 9 : 31-43... 2. ee es #£neas and Dorcas 

Tuesday.—Deut. 15: 7-12 1... eee Care for the poor 

Wednesday.—Job 29 : 1-19. . . . .. . Helper of the poor 


Thursday.—1 Tim. 6:9-19....... Rich in good works 
Friday.— Matt. 2531-40. .....2e08- ‘*Unto Me” 
Saturday.—Gal. 6:1-10 . ....esee- Burden bearing 


Sunday.—2 Cor.8:1-9..... . Christ's example 


| Graded Helps| 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


A FEW Sundays ago we talked about a man who 
was carried every day to the gate of the temple 
which is. called Beautiful. ho can tell us 
about him? I thought you would remember, be- 
cause~such a wonderful thing happened to him one 
day, when two disciples were going to the temple to 
——?(pray.) Who were those two disciples? Peter 
and John were good friends and often together. 
What was the matter with the man? How long had 
he been lame? Howold was he? What did he want ? 
What did they give him? Which disciple talked to 
him? What did hesay? All repeat, ‘‘In the name 
of Jesus Christ, arise and walk.” What he had todo 
first, was to——-? ‘‘Arise.” (Write that, complete 
the story, emphasizing the text, ‘‘ His name, through 
faith in his name, hath made this manestrong.”) 
Whose name did Peter mean? Sing: 














‘¢ There is no name so sweet on earth.’’ 


Many people heard about the healing of the lame 


man. I think that for a long time, wherever Peter 
went, peo le pointed him out, saying, ‘‘ There’s the 
man who healed the lame man at the Beautiful gate.” 


poy they forgot it after a while, but about seven 
years later something even more wonderful happened. 
(Some of you have lived just seven years. 

Peter sometimes traveled about, to visit and help 
the qos people who had left Jerusalem, because of 
the death of Stephen. When Philip was preaching 
in Samaria—Peter and John went to see him (8 : 14). 
On their way back they preached in many villages 
(8 : 25). 

_ After that, Peter started in another direction to 
visit and cheer up other friends at Lydda. While 
there, he heard of a sick man, named A!neas, who 
had kept his bed eight years. How many of you are 
eight? What a long time that would be to stay in 
bed! The man had palsy, which made him shak 
and helpless so that he couldn’t take care of himself. 
He was really worse off than the lame man. You 
remember what Peter said to him. He used almost 
the same words now. ‘‘ Peter said unto him, Zéneas, 
Jesus Christ maketh thee whole [or well]: arise, and 
make thy bed,” and he arose immediately.” Peter 
couldn’t have healed the man alone. Who did he 
say made him well?’ As the people of Lydda learned 
about Jesus Christ, and saw Atneas well, they be- 
lieved in the Lord. : 

But that wasn’t all. In a city by the seashore, 
called Joppa, not far from Lydda, there had lived a 
good kind woman, named Dorcas. She used to help 
"oar eople, by —eey * clothes for them. Every- 

y loved her. While Peter was at Lydda, she was 
taken sick and died. Friends prepared her for burial, 
and laid herinan upperroom. Poor people came to the 
house and wept, as they showed each‘other the coats 
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and clothes which she had made for them. All her 
life she believed it was right to 


** Do all the good you can, 
To all Ri deigts vie ann, 
In all the ways you can, 
In all the places you can, 
And just as long as you can.”’ 


Somebody heard that Peter was at Lydda, near by, 
so they sent two men, when Dorcas died, to ask him 
to come as quickly as he could. He went, and they 
took him to the room where the friends had gathered 
to mourn for Dorcas. He wanted to be alone. When 
they had left the room, he knelt and prayed. To 
whom did he always pray? He believed that Jesus, 
who had hel im to heal the lame man, and 
#£neas, would help him again if it was best. After 
his prayer, he spoke the same word to Dorcas, 
‘* Arise,” She opened her eyes, and when she saw 
Peter, she sat up. How happy he was to call her 
friends, and how rejoiced they were to find her alive 
and well! Of course the news spread throughout all 
Joppa, and many believed in Jesus. Sing, 


** All hail the power of Jesus’ name.”’ 


A group of little girls, who wanted to sew for the 
poor, named their sewing band, the Dorcas Band. 


-I wish you would tell about Peter at home, and . 


write for me the three people to whom he~said 
**Arise” in Jesus’ name. o was the first? the 
second ? the third ? 


** All that I do, I’ll do in His name. 
For I know ’twas for me, that the dear Lord came.”’ 


Curcaco, ILL. 
% 


My Class of Girls 
By Margaret Slattery 


EMEMBER: “ There are three gates by which 
knowledge may enter the mind: the eye, the 
ear, the hand. Use them all.” 

To-day we began with a short, most interestin 
account of Caligula, the ruler of Rome at the time o 
our lesson. (Assigned last week.) This helped us 
see why the churches ‘‘ had peace.” 

Following this I gave out paper, and we drew the 
three-minute maps of Palestine, locating the places 
already familiar and adding Lydda and Joppa, or 
Jaffa, while the girls assigned the topics gave us in- 
teresting facts about each. 

I let that part of the class which were assigned the 
first miracle (Acts 9 : 32-35) choose a girl to tell the 
story as if she had actually seen the miracle per- 
formed. They chose a good story-teller, and the use 
of the pronoun ‘‘I” helped make the picture real. I 
brought out the fact that we have in this story a sec- 
ond powerful witness who did not need to preach. 
Who was the first? (Acts 3:,1-9.) I let them com- 


. pare the results of these miracles. 


One of the girls said she thought more people 
would believe in Christ now if we had miracles. 
Another remarked, ‘‘ There isn’t any one to do them.” 
This started a discussion, and I let them talk a mo- 
ment or two, then suggested that three or four ques- 
tions about miracles be dropped into the question 
box (a small box in charge of the class secretary, into 
which are put puzzling questions that would take 
too long to talk about in class. They will be dis- 
cussed the last half hour of each social). I said I 
should like very much to talk over some of the miracles 
with them. 

The girl assigned was asked to tell us about the 
— mourners, and then we listened tothe story of 

orcas told in the same vivid way. 

I then led them to imagine Peter leaving the home 
of Dorcas. What a day it must have been! A few 
miles distant, at Lydda, Aineas was rejoicing with 
his friends; in the house, surrounded by the people 
she had ~— and comforted, was Dorcas, alive. 
How much like Christ the at witness had been 
that dav! In what ways? Yes, and like him even 
in the place he chose to rest. Where was it? I 
called on the girl assigned to tell us about ‘‘ Simon 
the tanner.” She showed the picture I had loaned 
her. I led them by questions to see what a different 
Peter this was from the one in the Gospels. Then 
he wanted to honor Peter, now to honor Chris?. 

I said I wished I could know what other good deeds 
Peter did while in Joppa. and how many more people 
Dorcas made comfortable and happy. There must 
have been many. It seemed to me, I said, as if the 
words ‘ eeds” stood out everywhere in the 
lesson. led them by questions to see how many 
**good deeds” were f Re by early Christians, and 
that all the great witnesses spoke in deeds as well as 
in words. hat is still true of every good witness, 
and two illustrations were given to prove it. One, 
the story of a whole family led to attend church and 
later to unite with it because a girl had called every 
week with fruit and flowers during the illness of the 
ten-year-old daughter. I suggested that the girls 
notice for themselves for a week how clearly ‘‘ good 
deeds” can speak. . 

Then the girls were asked to write in pencil in the 
margins ot backs of their Bibles two statements I 
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wanted them never to f t. The first: ‘‘ No one 
was ever made pappy, by the good / meant to do, 


but by the good / 
The second: ‘A witness needs to be heard, 
and deeds s louder than words.” 


I closed the lesson WF trying again the sentence 
prayers. Six responded. 

Home Work for the Girls on Next Week’s Lesson 
* The lesson just taught is to be written under the 


title: ‘‘ Aineas and Dorcas— Witnesses.” I asked if 
I might have the note-books all corifpleted in two 
weeks, This is the last lesson to be tten. 


For the review I said I had ten good questions as a 
test. The answers must be written in three words 
or less. If they wanted to be sure of one hundred 
percent, they must look over carefully the important 
characters, places, and people of each lesson. What 
I would do with the rest of the time, I said, was my 
secret, 


FitcusurG, Mass, 


My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 


** CO.” With. that word we stopped and sought 
its meaning. It referred to the incidents of 
Acts 9g : 1-30, and these we briefly rehearsed. 

The story of A®neas offered the opportunity to em- 
phasize what Jesus Christ can do for any , Man 
or boy—make him whole (using a definition of heal 
What is a whole man? ‘ Without a fault;” ‘ wit 
faith” (how that faith-definition glibly creeps in, 
often without depth of meaning! I have to watch 
it). Well, whole physically—two feet, two hands, 
two eyes, andsoon? ‘'No,” they said,‘ whole every 
way.” Then I talked a bit about the deforming 
effects of sin. A fellow leading a wicked life can’t 
be ‘‘whole”; there’s something lacking. And Christ 
can take that fellow who’s all down and out, after 
years of wickedness, and make him whole, spirit- 
ually. No man can be a whole man without Christ. 

I was so sorry I didn’t have an illustrative object 
for this lesson. If teaching it again, I should have. 
For instance, I might have said: Here’s alittle silver 
bell. Hear it ring! Sounds true, doesn’t it? And 
here’s another, looks just like the first one; but 
listen: what an unpleasant jarring sound! What’s 
the matter? Second bell is defective; there’s a tiny 
crack in it; it isn’t whole. Takes a whole bell or a 
whole life to ring true! 

What a difference between people who haven't had 
the healing touch of Christ and people Who have. 
Read the story of the savages of the Sandwich 
Islands; then comes a missionary with the gospel of 
Christ; converts are made, and in a few years the 
savages are civilized Christians. Yes, whole men 
are better than part men, 

Then we looked at the story of Dorcas. What did 
Peter say to the dead body? ‘‘ Tabitha, arise.” 
That’s Christ’s message. He brings life. He stands 
for life. As he enters the heart, he brings eternal life. 

Look at these two evidences of the power of Christ. 
He speaks life into a dying soul—* Arise.” He in- 
vests the life with purpose, and gives it an ideal— 
he helps a fellow to be complete, nothing lacking. 
Those are the messages of the gospel of Christ. 
They’re the messages of the gospel to you. 


Home Work for the Boys on Next Week’s Lesson 


I assigned no specific questions for the review les- 
son, but requested each fellow to read the first nine 
chapters of Acts, and told them that I had read three 
chapters at one sitting in half an hour. 

PHILADELPHIA, - 


The Adult Bible Class 


By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


Instructive Episodes in Peter’s Supervisory Work 
Over the Judazn Churches 


I. THe GENERAL PREPARATION (Acts 9 : 31-43). 
[For each member of the Bible class.] 


RSE 31 of the ninth chapter of Acts is one 

that implies a great deal. From it we learn 

that all parts of Palestine had shared in the re- 
sults of the scattering of evangelists broadcast. It 
specifically mentions a portion of Palestine, not 
otherwise noticed, where we would surely look for 
the quick acceptance of the gospel, the province of 
Galilee. Here, as in Judea and Samaria, arose 
many Christian congregations, The verse likewise 
implies a share by these churches in the persecutions 
which raged in Jerusalem and without, a most prob- 
able circumstance. But after the conversion of Paul, 
and his public appearance as a defender of the very 
people whom he had so bitterly persecuted, this 
trouble had passed gradually away. A _ steady 
growth and mpc oe prosperity came to all these 
churches, but especially marked was their spiritual 
development. They exalted the Lordship of Christ, 
and were thoroughly loyal to him, thereby receiving 


(Continued on next page, third column) 
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The Adult Bible Class 
(Continued from preceding page) 


a growing sense of the Spirit’s presence 
and power, which gave them and the 
cause ever more and more of vitality and 
During, th of steady progress 
uring this era steady 

Peter went down along the Maritime 
Plain in the course of a tour of visita- 
tion of the churches. It is interesting 
to note this passing indication of the 
ever-widening range of apostolic respon- 
sibilities. They made their headquarters 
in Jerusalem, but they assumed the 
leadership of the whole church. Peter 
would naturally be an active and prom- 
inent deputy from the apostolic circle 
to the churches at large. 

The way was being prepared for his 
leadership of the church in a particular 
far beyond his existing expectation, but 
the importance of the two anecdotes 
found in this lesson was their exhibition 
of the power of God in his daily minis- 
tration to the little congregations and 
communities. : 

In the course of his extensive tour he 
came to ‘‘the saints” at Lydda. This 
was a quaint and beautiful, though to 
us in these unaspiring days it seems 
a presumptuous, term fordisciples. Paul 
told the Corinthians that they were 
**called to be” saints. That wasasafer 
way of putting it. God’s people are con- 
secrated to holy living. 

Peter’s cures of Atneas and Dorcas 
require little discussion. Probably Luke 
picked them up from Philip or others 
at Czsarea, while Paul was in prison, as 
good illustrations of the continuance of 

ivine power in the ministry of Peter, 
outside of Jerusalem as well as within. 
It was the day when the Lord brought 
himself very Sh to men. 


II. Rererence LITERATURE. 

A leaflet page he ergo for the successful 
conduct of a Bible class, and giving the names and 
prices of reference works bearing on the current les- 
sons will be mailed by The Sunday School Times 
Co., upon request, for four cents in stamps. 

Purves’ ‘‘Christianity in Apostolic 
Age” (pp. 66, 67), or Lindsay's ‘‘ Acts” 
(Vol, I, pp. 111-113), or Bartlett's ‘*‘ Acts” 
(pp. 228-230), or his *‘ Apostolic Age” 
(pp. 40, 41), have excellent notes on this 
passage. The Hastings Bible Diction- 
ary, ‘‘ Dorcas,” has a short article by 
Stanton. 


III. SuGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF 
THE LESSON. 

[This section aims to outline, in a form suited for 
discussion, the themes in which adults will be inter- 
ested. It is intended to afford hints for a variety of 
treatments rather than one unvarying method.] 

The important_idea which was illus- 
trated by these details was the continu- 
ing closeness with which the church 
walked with God. They honored him, 
and he made himself known in power. 

The Range of the Church. ith this 
suggestion of Galilee, in how many 
quarters had the church become estab- 
lished ? 


The Secret of its Growth. How. 


many reasons for the multiplication of 
congregations are supplied by verse 31 ? 

Peter's Visitation. What does it in- 
dicate regarding the range of apostolic 
responsibility ? at light does it throw 
on his own place and part in the apos- 
tolic work ? 

The Cure of Aeneas. Compare it with 
the healing of the cripple at the Beauti- 
ful Gate. 

Dorcas and Her Work. How did 
her death lead to a very strong proof of 
the faith of the church in the power of 
God? Compare the details of the inci- 
dent with that of the daughter of Jairus. 

The Effect of the Demonstration of 
Power. Was it awe or enthusiasm or 
some other result that caused many to 
become Christians ? 


IV. For Home Stupy on Next WEEK'S 
LESSON. 

(For assignment in advance, by the teacher, to 
members of the class.) 

1. What four great, outstanding steps 
of progress are recounted in these nine 
chapters of Acts? 2. To what new in- 
fluence, operating in the world, does the 
writer of Acts ascribe them? 3. Why 
was the breaking up of the Jerusalem 
church no calamity ? 
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The Red and Green Horse 
By Mrs. Celia M. Stone 


RS. PETERS sat by the open window 

looking out over the piazza. It was 

a hot day in summer. She lived all 

alone, and, being very social, she talked to 
her cat. 

‘* There, Tabby, there comes John Wil- 
liams with my wood, I always do like a 
little fitted wood for summer use, Why, 
how dark it is! Is there a shower coming ? 
I shouldn’t wonder, the showers come up so 
quick, Good afternoon, Mr. Williams, 
Fine day.”’ , 

** Yes, but terrible hot. It won’t be so 
hot after the shower. There’s one right on 
us. I suppose this wood goes right under 
the piazza, same as always ;’’ and backing 
up the horse to the piazza he began unload- 
ing the wood. 

In a few minutes the shower burst upon 
them, and Mr. Williams ran up on the 


piazza. 

** Oh, what a shower! Very hard on the 
horse,’’ said Mrs. Peters. 

** Oh, Laurie doesn’t mind it! Nothin’ but 
asummer shower, It’ll wash her off. It’s 
hard to keep a white horse always clean.’’ 

‘** But see, John, the water from the piazza 
pours on her, too,’’ 

‘* Never mind, marm, it won’t hurt hera 
bit,’’ said John. 

‘**Oh, Mr. Williams, we must do some- 
thing for her!”’ 

**She’s havin’ something done for her all 
the time. She’ll be surprised to find she’s 
a white horse,’’ and John looked very un-* 
concerned. He lived alone, and was used 
to having his own way. 

Mrs. Peters prided herself on her kind 
heart, and she could bear it nolonger. ‘‘ Do 
go into the stable and get that old red and 
green carpet that’s in the corner, I put it 
there yesterday, little thinking how much 
Laurie would need it to-day,’’ 

Very reluctantly Mr. Williams started for 
the stable muttering to himself, ‘‘’Taint 
What’s a woman’s judg- 


All Mrs, Peters heard was ‘‘judgment,” 
and as John returned with the old carpet, 
and began to put it on the horse, she said 
mildly : 


** Yes, it’s just as you say, Mr. Williams, | 
It’s what it | 


we must use our own judgment, 
has been given us for.’’ 

Running up the piazza steps as soon as he 
could possibly cover the horse, he said, 
grimly, ‘‘I guess, marm, you’d better get 
another red and green carpet forme. [’m 
Wetter’n Laurie.’’ 

‘* What can be done for you, Mr. Wil- 
liams ?”’ = 

‘* Nothin’, in my judgment, but to stand 
pt. 

In a very short time the sun shone, and 
the shivering man went down the steps to 
uncover the horse. 

**George Washington and Marthy, too! 
Look at her, marm.’’ And Mrs. Peters 
could but look, The rain had taken the 
color out of the carpet and left it in great 
red and green patches all over the white 
horse, 

** What shall we do?’’ said Mrs, Peters. 

** Wal, in my judgment, there’s enough 
done now. I’m glad it’s the elder’s Laurie, 
and he never was known to get mad. I 
can’t see how the elder can help gettin’ riled 
up sometimes; but he never does.’’ 

** Well, I'll go right up and tell the elder 
myself all about it.’’ 

**No need of that, marm. In my judg- 
ment, he can see for himself,’’ and John 
calmly finished throwing in the wood and 
drove off. 

Mrs, Peters looked distressed as the red 
and green horse went out of sight. 


** Who would have thought, Tabby, that | 


the colors would have come out so? I'll 
dry that carpet and sell it to the ragman to- 
morrow. Perhaps it would have been better 
to have let John use his own judgment, but 
generally a woman knows best.’’ 

Every time for weeks, as she saw Laurie 
go by, she 7d that the red and green 
patches grew fainter and fainter until at last 
they were all gone, 
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Uneeda Biscuit are 


the least expensive 


and inviting. 








Legal Tender 


A package of Uneeda Biscuit is always 
a fair exchange for its cost, because 


the best of all soda 


crackers. They are not expensive; on 
the contrary, Uneeda Biscuit is one of 


of foods. There is 


no waste. There is most nourishment. 
Always fresh and crisp. Never stale. 
No broken crackers. Always whole 


There can be no better 
soda crackers than 


Uneeda &¢ 
Biscuit | 
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\fEASTER SERVICES 
| ° . 7 

** Glorious Easter ”’ ** Jesus Lives ”’ 
SEND 8 CENTS and we will send samples ot 
each of the above, our 112 page Easter catalogue 
of Easter cards, booklets, novelties, hangers, 
bookmarks, etc., also illustrated circular of Easter 
Collection Devices, etc. 


MacCalla & Co., Inc., pf3, Bork, Strset 
GIPSY SMITH’S 


HALLOWED sex ertc 














NEW and OLD 
By I. ALLAN SANKEY, son of IRA D. SANKEY 
$25 per hundred 35c. each by mail 
Returnable samples mailed to “ earnest inquirers " 


THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., New York or Chicago 
FAMILIAR SONGS OF THE GOSPEL 


the songs we know and love to sing. 83 best gospel 

songs, words and music, $3.00 per 100. Sample copy, 

ican in stamps. E. A. K. HACKETT, 107 N, 
ayne St., Fort Wayne, Ind. 











Sermon Kernels 


Starting-points for a hundred ser- 
mons in the hundred and forty- 
odd bright, pithy comments on 
Scripture passages in 
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|| “Just a Minute 

} 

|{ by Dr. Charles Frederic Goss. 
50 Cents, Postpaid 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 


| 











Gye Sanday School Gimes 
Philadelphia, February.27, 1909 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter.”” 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, ‘lhese rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, 75 cents each, per year. 

One copy, or any number of 
$ 1.00 copies less than five, $1.00 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 

To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subscriptions, 

' * One free copy addi- 
Free Copies jicnai will beallowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries oubiaces in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 
One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

| Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
| 5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. ‘T. French Downie, 21 War- 
' wick Lane, London, E. C., will receive yearly or hait- 
| potes, subscriptions at the above rate, the paper to 
| be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscribers. 
Mr. Downie can also supply the other pyblications of 
| The Sunday School Times Company. 








The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, except by special request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper to 
enable all the teachers of a school toexamine it, wile 
be sent free, upon application. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TiMEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
















as a carpenter does el 
never rust. Just before ng 
them away, rub a few dopa 0 
Household Lubricant over m 
Then they'll keep their edge 
and won't rust. 


HOUSEHOLD 
Lubricant 


should be used for j 
everything about the 

house that needs oiling | 
—for sewing machines, 
bicycles,clothes wring- 
ers, etc. It will not 























corrode or turn 
id. Sold by 
dealers every where 


in the handy can 
that can be closed 
with its own spout. 











CHURCH FURNISHINGS 


“the. primary secretaries 








Church Organs 


Latest Approved Methods. 
Highest Grade Only. 
Established 1827. 


Main Oflce and Works #S°F25.08..6 482: 


ia 
HAstTINnas Co. 


Correspondence Solicited. 





























THE BEST WAY 
THE MSE OF NE INDIVIDUAL |: 
peeeeet LOIMUN/ION SERVICE was in. 









4OROS SUPPER IN THOUSANDS 


YOUR CHURCH 

TAATEO PRICE rif cite tal 

AL, COMMUNION SERVICE le 
1701-1708 Chestnut ino 

Address Dept. B Philadelphia 








HARTSHORN 
SHADE ROLLERS 


Bear the script name of 
Stewart Hartshorn on label. 
Get ‘* improved,’’ no tacks required 


Wood Rollers Tin Rollers 





CREAS EO THE ATTENDANCE AT INE | 
| had read all of the letters and replaced her 
OF LHURTHES 17 WiLL 0050 FOR 









e— BELLS =. 


McSuane Bev. Foeneny Co., Ba nmoae, 


AGENTS 


Combination 





ali Tied of freitend vegetables. 
oes an: 
beouerife buys at sight. te 
necessary Seaas tree, Write t today tor 
proposition, A postal do, 
Themes Mtg. Ce. 7 10Bernay Bik., Dayton, 6. 


YOU CAN 

BUY A 
BUTIS IT FIRE-PROOF? IS IT INSURABLE? 
Buy the World’s Best Hatcher. Take No Risks. 

CYPHERS PIRE-PROOFED INSURABLE INCUBATORS 












tells all about it. 
CYPHERS INCUBATOR COMPANY, Buffare, M. Y. 
Beston, Mass.; New York City; Chieage, iti 

w= Kansas Clty, Me.; Oakland, Cal, ~ 


conservatory,as well as tro 

ical fruit and economic sub- 
jects in enormous variety, 
i} safely sent by mail, ex S, 


world. The greatest collec- 

tion in the South. Very low 
ces. Established 1883. 

Ask ie our illustrated cata- 

jog Of x7 Depts. 

Bros., Omeco, 





CHEAP INCUBATOR 










| the taste of it. 
| it taste all right. 


Vigorous, elegant decorative 
plants for the home, office, or 


or freight, to any point in the 
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Doings of Live Field 


A Primary “ Round Robin” 


N response to frequent requests, the story 
is now, for the first time, printed of a very 
simple, but effective, method of further- 

ing the organized elementary grade work in 
state, county, or district. It is called the 
** Round Robin ”’ letter. 

The thought came that the idea of the 
‘class letter’’ which frequently goes the 
rounds of graduate classes from various in- 
stitutions of learning might be adapted to 
meet the needs. The plan was proposed to 
resent at the state 
convention held that fall in Brockton, and 
met with enthusiastic approval. 

There are in the state of Massachusetts 
fifty district organizations corresponding to 
county organizations in some of the other 
states, 

Each district has its own primary secretary 
or superintendent. For convenience, these 


secretaries were divided into five groupe of 


ten each, care being taken to place within a 
group those who were close to each other 
territorially, and whose fields were similar 
as to conditions, As state primary secretary 
I then wrote five letters exactly alike, and 
sent one to the first secretary in each of the 
groups. With each letter were inclosed the 
names and addresses of the secretaries in 
that particular group. 

After reading the letter, Mrs. A. wrote a 
letter telling of the good things, the weak 
points, the needs, the problems, etc., in her 
district, and sent it with the first letter to 
Mrs. B. She in turn read the two letters, 
and, adding one of fher own, sent them to 
Mrs..C. In this manner the letters were 
sent until each one in the group had added 
her letter. The last secretary in each group 
to write sent all of the letters back to the 
state primary: secretary. 

After reading them carefully, and making 
note of afl that could be ased; I removed my 
first letter, and in its place put a new one, 
and once more sent the bunch of letters, or 
** Round Robin,’’ as we called it, to Mrs. A, 

After reading all of the letters she also re 
placed her first letter with a new one, and 
sent them to Mrs.°B,, and so on ‘until each 


own. Thus each secretary in the group read 
the letters of all, and once more the ten let- 








Hit the Spot 
Postum Knocked Out Coffee Aiis 


There's a good deal of satisfaction and 
comfort in hitting upon the right thing 
to rid one of the varied and constant 
ailments caused by coffee drinking. 

‘* Ever since I can remember,”’ writes 
an Ind. woman, ‘‘my father has been 
a lover of his coffee, but the continued 
use of it so affected his stomach that he 
could scarcely eat at times. 

‘* Mother had coffee-headache and diz- 
ziness, and if I drank coffee for breakfast 
I would taste it all day and usually go to 
bed with a headache. 

** One day father brought home a pack- 
age of Postum recommended by ovr 

er. Mother made it according to 
irections on the box, and it just ‘hit 
the. spot.” It has a dark seal-brown 
color, changing to golden brown when 
cream is added, and a snappy taste simi- 
lar to mild, high-grade coffee, and we 
found that its continued use speedily 
put an end to all our coffee ills, 

‘* That was at least ten years ago, and 
Postum has, from that day to this, been 
a standing order of father's grocery bill. 

‘* When I married, my Ledkaall was a 
great coffee drinker, although he ad- 
mitted that it hurt him, When I men- 
tioned Postum he said he did not like 
I told him I could make 
He smiled and said, 
‘Try it.’ The result was a success; he 
won't have anything but Postum.” 
‘*'There’s a Reason.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. 

Ever read the above letter? . A new 
one appears from time to time. They 


are genuine, true, and full of human 


interest. 





Workers 





p were returned to the state 


ters of each 
secretary to be read and started on their way 
again. 


As these letters contain much which is 
ee and pertaining only to the work in 

assachusetts, it would not be wise to pub- 
lish them, but it is needless to say that each 
group of letters was filled with most helpful 
suggestions. Questions asked by one secre- 
tary were answered by another. Methods 
which had been used with success in one 
district were gladly on to others. 

So enthusiastic were some of the secreta- 
ties that they started the same plan of cor- 
respondence among the primary teachers of 
the schools in their own Jistricts. 

Thus the little ‘*Round Robin ’’ letter 
plan has proved an inspiration to many a 
primary worker in Massachusetts.—Zucy G. 
Stock, Springfield, Mass. 


Helped by Helping 


WO years ago the Rev. W. C. Merritt, on 
his way to attend the annual convention 
of the Ontario Sunday School Associa- 

tion, interviewed the officers at Toronto, pre- 
senting a request from ‘our three western prov- 
inces,—Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British 
Columbia-—that we would provide them with 
a field worker until they could do so for them- 
selves, we paying his salary, they providing 
for other expenses, The proposal struck us 
as utterly impracticable. We were living up 
to the last dollar of our income, and had a 
number of projects laid aside which we were 
desirous of accomplishing, but for which we 
had not the money. 

However, we felt we could do no less than 
send a member of our committee to introduce 
Brother Merritt to some of our wealthiest 
and most liberal friends. The result was 
that some of them said, ‘‘ We are willing to 
co-operate in a scheme of that kind, but we 
think it should be done through the Ontario 
Association.’? Encouraged by that expres- 
sion, the chairman of the executive commit- 
tee interviewed one of these men, and re- 
minded him of the schemes of our own which 
were still unrealized,—a summer school, an 
official organ, and a primary secretaryship. 
His reply was, ‘‘ Prepare a. budget, putting 
in all you want to realize for your Ontario 
work, and the western secretaryship as well ; 
get all you can from the field, and then come 
back to Toronto, and if Pennsylvania can 
raise $20,000 a year for their state work, 
surely we in Ontario can raise a few thou- 
sands.’?’ Mr. Merritt had told him about 
having been in the Pennsylvania convention 
a few days previously, and seeing one man 
subscribe $5,000 a year, another $2,000 a 
year, and so on,euntil they had provided 
$20,000 a year. ‘The convention met and 
the budget was prepared. It meant in- 
creasing the yearly outgo from about $6,000 
to $10,500, but the call seemed providential, 
and the executive committee and the con- 
vention provided for about $1,200 of the in- 
crease, The gentleman who had challenged 
us to proceed then subscribed $300 a year, 
others followed his example, and by May 1 
we were able to place a man in the West, 
launch our official organ, The Ontario Sun- 
day School Leader, and set up our summer 
school. The same providence that had in- 
spired the enterprise had the man for the 
West ready, in the person of Stuart Muirhead, 
of whom Mr. Lawrance wrote that he was a 
** born organizer.’’ : 

Mr. Muirhead has now been at work a little 
less than two years, in a territory about one- 
fourth the size of the whole United States 
of America, with the following results: He 
found a provincial association each in British 
Columbia and Alberta. There are now two 
in the former, the Rocky Mountains forming 
a dividing line, and one in Saskatchewan, 
and each of the four at its recent convention 
adopted a constitution, providing for five de- 
partments of work, with a superintendent for 
each. 

Ontario does rejoice in having been en- 
trusted with a duty so pleasant, and the per- 
formance of which has borne fruit so speedily 
and so bountifully,-and recognizes’'that a 
good deal of‘ the enjoyment’ has been in ob- 
serving the impetus given to its own pro- 
vincial.work.— W’. Hamilton, Toronto, Ont. - 
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Low Fares 
to Seattle 


Sixty-two dollars ($62) will be the 
round-trip fare from Chicago to Seattle 
for the exposition, via the 


Chicago 


Milwaukee & St. Paul 


Railway 


The same low fare will also be offered 
for the round trip from Chicago to Ta- 
coma, Portland, Victoria or Vancouver. 

Tickets will be on sale daily from May 
25th to September 3oth, inclusive. 

Tickets will be good to return until 
October 31, 1909. 

Descriptive folder free. 


a vias 


Passenger Agent 
CHICAGO 








ee 








CHALFONT E 
ATLANTIC CITY 


a combination to satisfy the most 
exacting; to please the most par- 
ticular ; to suit young and old. The 
ocean, the Boardwalk, the yachts 
from the one; a quiet, restful and 
elegant home in the other. Write for 
reservations to 


THE LEEDS COMPANY 
Always Open. 


On the Beach. 











PER CENT 
REAL ESTATE 
MORTGAGES 


On improved farms in Indiana, Ohio and 
Oklahoma. Safest form of investment. No 
fluctuation in value. Securities personally in- 
spected. © loan to exceed 40 per cent of our 
valuation. Collection made without expense 
to investor. Long and successful experience. 
References furnished, correspondence solicited. 


DICKINSON & REED 
Board of Trade Building, Indianapolis, ind. 
Joszru J..Dicxinson Frank M. Regp 

















FREE CATALOGUE OF SPI.EN DID BARGAINS. 


R. B. CHAFFIN & CO., Inc., Richmond, Va. 


FOOD FOR A YEAR 





Seed desedecdcecsacet’ ee 
Butter..... “Tyee co ae eT 100 ibs. 
Eggs ..... bi vccdvcdues pee Oe Gam 
Vegetables.......... esses. 500 tbs, 

This mpereants a fair ration for 
a man for one year. 

But some ple eat and eat and 
yet grow A means a 
defective digestion and unsuitable 


food. A one-dollar bottle of 


Scott’s Emulsion 


equals in’ nourishing properties 
ten poundsof meat. Your 
physician can tell you how it 
does it. 





Send this advertisement, together with name of 
paper in which it appears, your address and four 
cents to cover.postage, and we will send you a 
“Complete Handy Atlas of the World” 3 
SCOTT & BOWNE, 409 Pear! Streét, New York 











LESSON FOR MARCH 14 





Workers’ Questions 
Answered 





Parents’ Problems 
By Patterson Du Bois 


How much is the pazent justified in interfer- 
ing with a child’s choice of ? 
course we want our children to friends 
with the ‘‘good ones,"’ but we also know that 
the influence of cultured companions counts 
for much, and that there are very good people 
in both cultured and uncultured homes. How 
shall the line be drawn and when ?— WEST 
CHESTER, 

The companions of very early life—say up 
to ten years—are usually neighborhood- 
made. They seldom cut any figure in later 
life. If they are not, positively low or filthy 
or unwholesome physically, they are not 
likely to be serious for either good or ill. 
Later, companionship is of more importance, 
yet even then only in extreme cases is it wise 
to be very restrictive. If the home standard 
is kept high, the undesirable companions 
may be kept at a minimum of influence by 
planning other interests and other associa- 
tions for the child which will often widen a 
gap between companions without jar or no- 
tice on the part of either side. 





How much does discipline or training amount 
to when the child resents it ?—CAMDEN. 

Nobody, not even Froebel himself, could 
give a straight answer to this question, for 
the reason that it depends on two essentials 
—the child and the training. But, for all 
that, it is a good question. It involves the 
infinite problem of influences. In any indi- 
vidual case the answer must be a guess, 
And yet in the general, it can with consider- 
able assurance be said that resented disci- 
pline produces an effect, but a different 


_ effect from discipline (or training) accepted. 
* The boy who goes to gymnasium eager to 


get physical development is likely to improve 
more under it than the boy who hates it, but 


| who goes through the exercises under compul- 


sion. Similarly, the evil-doer who delivers 
himself: up. as' deserving. a term in jail is 


likely to profit more by the punishment than | 


ithe thief who is,,captured-and pleads ** not 





guilty,’’ If this is correct pedagogy, then 
the lesson is plain, Discipline, or punish- 
ment, ought, so far as possible, to appeal to 
the subject of it as fair, equitable, well- 
meaning, and designed for his benefit, In 
the case of punishment this is most likely 
when the penalty fits the crime as a natural 
consequence. But punishment is the last 
thing to think of in training. 





The following is condensed to give the main 
points of a long letter : 


Three unmarried sisters have had a boy under 


their care fer eleven years—since he was four | 


years old. They live in acountry village. The 
boy is seemingly in good health, is a church 
member, is bright but not studious, a good 
reader, and very musical. He has finished the 
public school course of the neighborhood. He 
cannot enter the Mount Hermon school until 
he is sixteen. In the meantime he is falling 
into careless and idle ways with undesirable 
companions. There is nothing to, call out his 
ambition ; he looks with utter indifference upon 
the future. He has always been truthful and 
honest but is growing secretive. He is without 
means and will have to make his way. Doesn't 
he need the oversight and companionship of a 
good man ?—ATLANTIC. 

He is at the age when he is properly be- 
coming somewhat secretive, and he must not 
be placed under too close an espionage. His 
right to more initiative than he has ever had 
must be recognized or his peril will be in- 
creased. If his boy companions are of an 
inferior type, and if there are no others, itis a 
misfortune that will probably have to be 
borne until he can be sent to Mt. Hermon 
or some other school. I can think of noth- 
ing better in the meantime than some manual 
occupation—carpentry, smithing, gardening, 
for instance, if he could be in charge of a 
good man who would make skilled labor at- 
tractive, He has some accomplishment on 
violin and piano. Perhaps he could earn a 
little by teaching elementary music. [If it is 
only a question of a year, he might be held 
in confidence through some such directed 
activity or informal ‘‘ manual training.’’? At 
the same time a year of ‘‘loafing’’ in a 
country village with coarse companions is not 
a hopeful outlook. 


(Acts 9: 31-43) 
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A PUBLIC STATEMENT 


The People’s Health or the 


119 


Food Manufacturer’s Profit! 


Experts 


differ about the danger of Benzoate of Soda in 
them say it is a harmless substance in 
other leading authorities of both Europe and America pronounce it a 
dangerous drug. Thus a doubt exists about the safety of its use. 


Benzoate of Soda is not used to improbe any good article of food. 


There is no difference of opinion on that point. 


always disagree on scientific questions, and so they naturally 


foods. Some of 


quantities, while many 


Why, then, do any manufacturers contend for the privilege of 


Benzoate of Soda? Simply because it permits a js 


of the cost 


g 
of product through a reduction of food value, employment of loose 
methods and too often of unfit raw material. 


All that is necessary to say to any thinking person is that reputable 
manufacturers, who use only fresh fruit and vegetables and who employ 


only sanitary methods in their 


eparation (and there are many), do 


not find it necessary to use any chemical preservative. 


Regardless of any controbersy between scientists, or 
what any other food manufacturers may desire or 
do, H. J. Heinz Company does not and will not use 
benzoate of soda, or any otherchemical preservative. 


That our products—the “57 Varieties’ —as well as those of many 
other establishments—keep and keep: and keep, opened or unopened, 


without Benzoate of Soda, is the best reason for avoiding any 


product 


that shows on the label that it cofitains this questionable coal tar drug. 
H. J. HEINZ COMPANY 


Members of American Association fer the Promotion of Purity in Food Products 
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GRENFELL, 
of Labrador 


Tells the stories of the fisher-folk of that rocky 
coast in his book entitled ‘‘ Off the Rocks.” The 
book is illustrated with eleven half-tone reproduc- 
tions of Labrador scenes. Dr. Grenfell is the 
heroic medical missionary and commander of the 
hospital ship “Strathcona.” ‘Off the Rocks” 
will be sent postpaid for $1.00. The Sunday 
School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, 














Classified Advertising 


Financial 


S!x PER CENT guaranteed investment secured by 

'2,000,000.00 assets. ver half million dollars 
pai investors during past 12 years. Write for book- 
et. New York Realty Owners Co., Suite 500, 489 











_ Fifth Avenue, New York 





Sankey’s Story 


“ MY LIFE AND THE STORY OF rHE GOS- 

PEL HYMNS” is the title of Ira D. Sankey’s 
wonderfully interesting of autobiographical 
reminiscences. 410 pages. 24 illustrations. uti- 
fully bound. Price, $1.50 postpaid. The Sunday 
School ‘limes Co., 1031 alnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Agents Wanted 


A& ENTS make $103.50 per month sellirg wonderful 

self-sharpening patented scissors and cutlery. 
V.C. Giebner sold 22 pairs in 3 hours; made $13; you 
can do it. We show you how. Free outfit. ‘Thomas 
Mannfacturing Co.,84 Home Building, Dayton, Ohio. 














Pictures 


BEAUTIFUL HALF-TONE REPRODUCTIONS 
of Photographs of Holy nd Views, Utensils 
and Furnishixu;< illustrating Oriental*manners and 


customs, with occa: .o.. eproductions of famous 
paintings. 25 Pictures for ro cents. These Pictures 
are back numbers of the well-known ‘Sunday School 


Times Lesson Pictures.’”” They have been assorted 
into packages of twenty-five each, and will be sold for 
the nominal sum of 10 cents; 12 packages (a total of 
300 pictures) for One Dollar; postage prepaid in either 
case. Send at once. ‘The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 103: Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 























The Cook of Spotiess Town you see 
Who takes the cake as you'll agree, 
She holds it in her fingers now. 

It isn’t light—but anyhow 

’Twill lighten her domestic woo— 
A cake of plain SAPOLIO. 


Where there is ie ye pan the 
dresser will always be fullof well kept 
tins and cooking utensils. Every thing 
from muffin rings to the neavy beking 
pans can be scoured with 


SAPOLIO) 


till they look like new, and half the 
drudgery of cooking will be saved if 
there is never any accumulation of 


grease to fight. 

















SEEDS 


When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 











Prize Food 
Palatabie, Economical, Nourishing 


A Nebraska woman has outlined the 
prize food in a few words, and that from 
personal experience. She writes: 

‘After our long experience with Grape- 
Nuts, I cannot say enough in its favor. 
We have used this food almost continu- 
ally for seven years. 

‘* We sometimes tried other advertised 
breakfast foods, but we invariably re- 
turned to Grape-Nuts as the most pala- 
table, economical and nourishing of all. 

** When I quit tea and coffee and began 
to use Postum and Grape-Nuts, I was a 
nervous wreck. I was soirritable I could 
not sleep nights, had no interest in life. 

“After using Grape-Nuts a short time 
I began to improve, and all these ail- 
ments have ak, mara and now I am 
a well woman. y two children have 
been almost raised on Grape-Nuts, which 
they eat three times a day. 

‘* They are pictures of health and have 
never had the least symptom of stomach 
trouble; even through the most severe 
siege of whooping cough they could re- 
tain Grape-Nuts when all else failed. 

‘*Grape-Nuts food has saved doctor 
bills, and has been, therefore, a most 
economical food for us." 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read, ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. ‘* There’s a Reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time totime. They 
are genuine, true, and fullof human 
interest. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting | 
By Robert E. Speer 











Sunday, 
What Are Our Liquor Laws, and How 
Are They Enforced? (Deut. 4: 1-9). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—An old liquor law (Num. 6 : 1-4). 
TUES.—A temperance society (Jer. 35 : 5- 


14, 19). 

WED.—A ow for legislators (Rom. 
13 : 8). 

THURS.— How to treat the liquor ox ( Exod. 


21 ; 28-32). 
Fri.—Drink the foe of justice (Isa. 5: 








20-24). 
Sat.—Affinity sf drink and fools (Prov. 
ao:z). . 





Tell of the liquor laws in your state. 


Give instances in which the liquor laws are 
broken. 


What is the remedy for the breaking of 
liquor laws? 


HE Rev. Richard H. Edwards, Congre- 
tionel University Minister at the 
Gaiversity of’ Wisconsin, has published 
in a series of ‘Studies in American Social 
Conditions,’’ a little pamphlet on “ The 
Liquor blem,’’? which can be obtained 
for ten cents from Mr. Edwards, 237 Lang- 
don Street, Madison, Wisconsin. 


This little pamphlet contains an admirable 
summary of the situation to-day, and gives a 
seléction of books and pampllets in a bibli- 
ography at the close. Perhaps some of the 
readers of this column might be led to send 
for the pamphlet if the rest of the paragraphs 
for this meeting are taken from Mr. Edwards : 


**The annual national ‘ drink bill of the 
United States cannot be accurately calcu- 
lated even .on the financial side. Chicago 
alone spends.aboyt a hundred. millions in 
the retail Pagid has prt saloons to 
five groceries. The total number of gal- 
lons of distilled. spirits, wines, and malt 
liquors, i. i i 

“mil- 


1906 was OVO two 

lidn., The total consumption per capita has 
risen from seventeen and twelve one-hun- 
dredths gallons in 1896 to twenty-two and 
twenty-seven one-hundredths gallons in 1906. 
The, brutality, disease, degradation, misery, 
and death which are traceable to liquor do 
not admit of quantitative statement. 


‘The brewers are primarily responsible 
for saloon conditions, Saloon-keepers are 
usually under such material obligations to 
them that their dependence amounts to vas- 
salage. They have steadily glutted the 
market with malt liquors, the number of 
gallons per capita having jumped from eight 
and sixty-five hundredths gallons in 1881 to 
twenty and twenty-one hundredths gallons 
in 1906, while that of wine and spirits has 
remained almost ata standstill, Again the 
hidden hand of the brewers is felt in political 
action, not only indirectly through the power 
of the corner saloon in ward politics, but 
also directly in bringing to bear great accu- 
mulations of capital upon state legislation, 


**High license and local option, in one 
form or another, are the prevalent methods 
of control, a combination of the two systems 
being usually employed. The working of 
county option laws has recently tended 
toward complete prohibition in several states. 
The notable anti-liquor movement in | the 
South and other sections of the country is 
rapidly increasing the prohibitive area.’’ 


‘ % 

The following books will supply informa- 
tion as to the present laws relating to the 
manufacture and sale of liquor in the various 
states, and as to their operation : 


Fanshawe, E. L. Liquor legislation in United 
States and Canada: report of a non-parti- 
san inquiry on the spot, into the laws and 
their operation. Cassell, 1893. $1.00. 

Fernald, J. C. Economics of prohibition, 
1890. 

Liquor Laws of Massachusetts, Maine, New 
York, South Carolina, Missouri, and Kan- 
sas, with extracts from laws of New Jersey, 
lowa, Illinois, and Maryland. -Rutland, 
Vermont : Tuttle, 1903. $1.00. 

Mackenzie, F. G. Sober by act of Parliament. 
Scribner, 1896. $1.00. 





Wines, F. H., and Koren, John. Liquor prob- 
lem in its legislative aspects. 1898. 


‘ THE: SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Burpee, Philadelphia 





(Lesson for March 14) PEBRUARY 27, 1909 


written on the front of a postal card 

wither tea 
you acopy of The 

you intend to have a garden this season. A beck eran 


Catalog—provided 
pages, with colored plates painted from Nature. It tells the plain truth about Th 
Seeds that Grow. We have the largest we fsa 
Mail-order Seed Trade in the World 
and it is sufficient to address simply 


= 


Burpee, Philadelphia 





t 


————— 








Mr. Superintendent, 
Try This— 


First—Read ‘‘ John Manderson, Superintendent.’’ 

Second—Hand to each of your teachers ‘‘A Word. at 

the Start’’ (Howard). 

Third—The next week hand to each teacher ‘‘ High- 

Priced Teaching ’’ (Foster). 

Fourth—The next week hand to each teacher ‘‘ Holding 

-the Beys-and Girls ’’ (Lawrance). 

Fifth—The next week hand to each teacher ‘‘ Petering’’ 

(Denison). 
Stimulate your teaching force by these choice booklets. The regular 
price is § cents each (special prices in quantities). To let you see 
what they’re like we’ll send the set: of five at this time for 10 cents 
Ask for sample set of ‘‘ Little Talks.’’ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
103 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, Pa, 
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ALF PRICE! 
image GREATEST HISTORY OFFER 


Positively the mone astounding of Universal 
"S¥éi given to secure the Library. versal . 
lstory. For a shot ae this handsome edition, 

comp 


fifteen beautifully bound volumes, all printed 
from large new type, containing more than 100' double 
page maps-and plans, 700 full page illustrations, many 
of which are in colors and reproductions of the world’s ' 
’ most famous events, and more than 5,000 pages of solid 
reading matter may be secured positively at 


LESS THAN HALF PRICE 


This is the most sensational book bargain ever offered. 
We especially invite critics and all others to make the 
most careful examination and comparison, and to that 
effect will gladly send a set free for a week’s exami- 
mation. We prepay carrying charges, and after exami- 
nation books are returnable’ at our expense if you wish. 

The failure of the publishers, The Union Book Com- 
pany of Chicago, makes this offer possible. ‘Thousands 
of sets of this famous work were sold for $60 each before 
the failure, but we now name you a bankrupt rock-bot- 
tom price of only 50c. after. examination and $2.00 a 
month for 14 months, Only $28.50 for this splendid 
-library, We must close out the few remaining sets 
eaiske, ‘They must go, 


Books sent FREE for you to examine. Keep 
them or send them back as you may wish. 


We will ship the books right to your home, all transporta- 
tion charges paid by us. You can see the complete set tust as it is. 
We send you no misleading sample pages but the books themselves. 
You make examination in the privacy of your home. We know 
you can’t conveniently come to our store-rooms to see the books, 
so we send them to you just as we would d them to you from our shelves if you came into 
our salesrooms. Rae 

We want you to keep and read and enjoy these books a full week. Beginning at the 
very dawn of civilisation= the story moves grandly on fo the very hour in which you live. You can 
see the passing of men and events as you would have seen them you in person lived through 
all the ages that have gone. You sit — the thrones of kings. You march with t armies. 
You are thrilled as you watch tremendous conflicts. You see the whole course of the world 
from the first breath of light and intelligence to the culture of the twentieth century. 

this creat work the late Cleveland said: “1 am sure this history will find 
an important place among those publications intended to give a wider familiarity with 
historical literature,”” y Phen 

Pres Frank W. Gunsaulus, Armour Institute of Tech , says: “Itis 
lts thought is clear and vigorous, its English pure and. 
























a work of rare genius. 


elegant.”’ Corporation 
DON’T SEND ANY MONEY—VJust Mail the Coupon se@~ 20 Wabash Ave. 
Just send us the coupon—that is all you need togdo. The book will be Chicego- Ill. 


sent to your home transportation char, prepaid. e advise you to send 
the coupon to-day, for certainly hundreds will take advantage of this ex- 
traordinary offer, Send now. Remember a free examination for a 
week—send no ig ey returnable at our expense if you do not .« 
wish to keep them. f you do wish to keep them pay only. 50 cents 
down and then only $2.00 a month for 14 months. Send the cou- 
pon to-day. 


American Underwriters Corporation 
240 Wabash Ave., Dept. 1682, Chicago, Hl. 


I would like to examine 
a set of your new Library 
of Universal History in my 

home free for a week. If sat- 
isfactory I will keep and pa 
ur special price ; otherwise { 
will return at your expense. 
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